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CHARLIE DEMPSEY 


BY LOU GAUTIER 


FIFA have again demonstrated how low- 
ly it regards Australia, and the Oceania 
Confederation it belongs to, by defying 
all logic in the qualifying process for 
international competitions down the 


road, 

The Joeys, Austra- 
lia’s under 17 side, (the 
competition was 
changed from under 
16), have by far the 
easiest task. 

The winner of the 
Oceania group, with- 
out Israel, will qualify 
directly for the final 
tournament to be play- 
ed in Ecuador in 1991. 

The Young Soccer- 
oos — the under 20 
national team — have 
another marathon ses- 
sion ahead of them. 

Israel will be in- 
cluded in their pre- 
liminary Oceania 
group, then the winner 
of Oceania will have to 
play off against Asian 
opposition. 

This will be even 
harder than this year 
when there was no 
Israel to contend with 
only a loaded play-off 
in Syria against over- 
aged Middle Eastern 
players after the 
Young Socceroos had 


won the Oceania sec- 
tion in Fij 

But it is the Olympic 
team which has the 
hardest assignment of 
all. 


The Australian 
under 23 team (FIFA 
decided that only play- 
ers aged under 23 can 
compete at the Bar- 
celona Games) must 
first win its Oceania 
group, minus Israel, 
and then tackle a 
European country on a 
home-and-away basis. 

In view of the cost of 
the exercise, why 
bother entering the 
Olympics at all? 

It would be wiser — 
and far more economi- 
cal — to dispense with 
this extra national 
team, whose chances 
of making it to Spain 
will be minimal at best, 
and draft prospective 
members of the under 
23 team like Jason 
Polak and John Mar- 
kovski, just to name 


the more prominent, 
straight into the full 
World Cup squad, 


At this stage, the 
system of qualification 
for the 1992 World 
Cup is unknown. 


It will be decided 
after the FIFA Con- 
gress in Rome in June 
1990. 


What with FIFA’s 
appalling track record, 
Australia can expect 
the worst in the World 
Cup. 


While it’s certain we 
won't have to play 
Israel this time, as they 
will be attached to 
Europe, the qualifying 
process may be our 
most arduous ever. 


We will either have 
to qualify through 
Asia, after winning 
Oceania, or worst still, 
play off against a 
South American or 
European team, like in 
1985 and 1989. 


CONTINUED ON 
PAGE 17 


CHARD MIRANDA 
Miranda marooned 


by transfer fee 


CLASSY midfield 
exponent Richard 
Miranda has been 
active in football in 
four countries. 

Just turned 27, he 
has also enjoyed his 
share of success as well 
as being quite a 
sharpshooter. 

Beginning his soccer 
in his original home of 
South Africa, at 17 he 
set off for England. 


has happened — 
Edgley was sacked at 
the weekend and 
Miranda touched 
down in Melbourne on 
the Monday. 


He then came under 
new Preston coach, 
former Socceroo Peter 
Ollerton. 

He gained Socceroo 
status and collected a 
NSL championship 
medal with Brunswick 
Juventus. 

‘Transferred by his 
company GZC — big 
in the office systems 
field — to Auckland, 
he soon settled in with 
leading Air New Zea- 
land National League 
club, Mt Wellington. 

He capped his two 
years with the club as 
they went on to claim 
the 1989 Premier 
Series, the first time 
the equivalent of the 
Australian Top Five 
grand final series had 
been conducted. 

‘With Mt Wellington 
he played with such ex- 
cellent performers as 
Ricki Herbert, Dave 
Witteveen and Noel 
Barkley. 

It may, however be 
hard for Miranda to 
join a Sydney club. 


He seemed to have 
excellent prospects 
with Charlton Athle- 
tic, but that well 
known bugbear — the 
lack of a work permit 
— ended his chance of 
settling into the Eng- 


BY LOU GAUTIER 


have enabled Club 
Brugge to challenge 
strongly for another 


TWENTY-EIGHT 
Australians are 
now playing with 


lish League although South Melbourne = 9 

he was offered a con- Hellas have placed a Coen rat who appear 

tract. staggering $20,000 H Toe regularly in their 
transfer fee on his fowever, to keep 


First Division clubs 
are Sean Lahiff in 
Finland, Vlado Bozi- 
novski in Portugal 
and the Greek trio of 
Jim Patikas, Chris 
Kalantzis and John 
Anastasiadis, though 
only Patikas enjoys 
anything like star 
status. 

The Socceroo 
striker scored two 
goals against Xanthi 
recently. 

The following Aus- 
tralians are now in 
Europe. 

BELGIUM: Frank 
Farina (Club Brugge), 
Robbie Slater 
(Anderlecht). 
ENGLAND: David 


His arrival in Mel- 
bourne in 1981 to join 
Preston came at the 
behest of their former 
coach, Englishman 
Brian Edgley. 

Edgley had heard of 
iranda's prowess and 
invited him out. 

It isn’t the first time 
that this sort of thing 


head. the exodus in 


The player has 
appealed — let's hope 
sanity is restored as he 
is too valuable a player 
to be inactive. 


perspective, let us 
point out that only 
seven are regular first 
team starters. 

Frank Farina has 


taken over from 
Eddie Krncevic as 
the most successful 
Aussie in Europe, 
though Krncevic re- 
mains, by far, the 
best paid player with 
Mulhouse in France. 
He is reported to 
be earning $10,000 a 
week — not all that 
much by French stan- 
dards. 
Farina is the lead- 
ing goalscorer in 
Belgian First Divi- 
sion and his exploits 
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JIM PATIKAS — starring in Greece and regularly amongst the goals. 


AUSTRALIANS IN EUROPE 


Mitchell (Chelsea), 
Mark Bosnich (Man- 
chester United), 
Jason Kearton (Ever- 
ton), Andrew Petter- 
son (Luton Town), 
David Oldfield 
(Manchester City), 
Patrick Bradley 
(Bury). 

FINLAND: Sean 
Lahiff (Koparit). 

FRANCE: Eddie 
Kmeevic (Mulhouse). 

GREECE: Jim 
Patikas (AEK Ath- 
ens), Terry Patalis 
(AEK Athens), Lou 
Hristodoulou 
(Panathinaikos), 
Chris Kalantzis 
(Panathinaikos), 
George Bouhoutsas 
(Panathinaikos), 
Jason Polak 
(Panathinaikos), John 
Anastasiadis (PAOK 
Salonika), Lou Be- 
kiaris (Aris Salonika), 
George Haniotis 
(Apollon), Ike Ala- 
giozidis (Panser- 
raikos). 


HOLLAND: Heath 
Goldstein (VVV 
Eindhoven). 

PORTUGAL: Vla- 
do Bozinoski (Beira 
Mar). 

SCOTLAND: Scott 
Playle (Glasgow 
Rangers), William 
Hastie (Glasgow 
Celtic). 

WEST GER- 
MANY: Alf Lasen 
(VfB Stuttgart), Chris 
Bradley (Bayer Uer- 
dingen). 

YUGOSLAVIA: 
Roman Nikolic (Red 
Star Belgrade), 
‘Andrej Glucina (Ha- 
jduk Split). 


ORDER 
ASW 


AT YOUR 
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Batien’s batting 
a hundred — 


BY KEITH GILMOUR 


PROFESSIONAL 
footballer or com- 
modities trader in 


Later he was one of 
a fine group of players 
at Epping Boys’ High 


merchant bank School who did so well 
Bell Commodities in the Commonwealth 
Bank Soccer. 


— that was the 
choice that recent- 
ly faced Wollon- 
gong City striker 
David Batten. 

It all came about 
with the speed and un- 
certainty of a willy 
willy. 

One minute he had 
an offer to join the 
fulltime staff of 
Lokeren club in 
Belgium. 

The next he had a 
top class job offer in 
Sydney — and it was 
one that for the sake of 
his long-term security 
that he grasped this 
chance, 

At 25, David Batten 
was a name well 
known around the 


Last season he had 
the chance to tour Bri- 
tain with the Sydney 
University side, first 
contacting ASW’s Lou 
Gautier for contacts in 
Europe. 

As a result he flew 
across to trial with 
Lokeren of Belgium. 

‘The club was highly 
impressed and offered 
him a lucrative con- 
tract there and then. 

But the deadline for 
new signings had pas- 
sed, and the best thing 
to do for the time 
being was to return 
home to Sydney. 

Then business con- 
tacts came forward 
with the offer to join 
them in the financial 


State League traps of markets. 
Sydney and Wollon- It called for a hard- 
gong without really headed decision to cast 


aside the Lockeren 
offer, as well as 
another to join Second 
Division club AZ 69 in 


hitting the heights. 
He was regarded as 

a good mobile and 

athletic forward, but 


that is where it seemed Holland. 
to end. But that is the way it 
But he did have a had to be. 


sure belief in his own Batten was turned 
ability, and studies at aside by Blacktown 
the University of Wol- City. 
longong kept him on Picked up by Wol- 
the go. longong City, he 
Turning back the quickly rewarded their 
clock a little Batten confidence with a hat- 
began his soccer as a trick. 
kiddie in the “Believe me, the 
Gladesville-Hornsby Wolves will surprise 
FA with Beecroft many people this 
Sports Club, moving year,” he promises. 
on the Carlingford “Our style is becom- 
Redbacks and the ing much more all-ac- 
GHFA representative tion and the fans will 
teams to play a better warm to us and our 
class of football. crowds will increase.” 


Latif out for season 


SUNSHINE George Cross’ finals charge has 
been dealt a cruel blow with the stunning 
news that arthroscopic surgery on Ossie Latif 
has resulted in him being sidelined for the 
remainder of the 1989/90 season. 

Latif went down at a training run last week and 
the club’s ace goalscorer tore two ligaments in his 
left knee. 

Latif had scored five of the club's eight goals after 
his last game in round six. 

Coach Ernie Merrick, whose threadbare squad 
has already dwindled with the loss of retiring veter- 
an Jeff Faulkner, admits he will have huge problems 
without Latif. 

Since the start of the inaugural NSL summer, 
season, Latif WAS Georgie’s strike force. He will 
be nigh impossible to replace and his loss is nothing 
less than shattering for a team which started the 


season so well. 
— GREG BLAKE, 
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cints vital at the Gabbie on Saturday 


BY ALISTAIR RUSSELL 


BLACKTOWN Cit 
meet Sydney Croati 
in an all important 

Round 8 match this Melita 
weekend, with both sige EE. 
clubs needing a win bourne Croatia meet re- 
to steer clear of the legation threatened 


away from home this 
season. 


weekend. Adelaide City pay a 
; isi having 
Matthew Bingley _ Visit to Preston 
answered his critics to _ cropped just out of the 
anew ice im the Saints’ tOP five following their 
|4-0 hammering of Ade- 1088 at home to sine 
laide Hellas, while Bet oS Cia 
APIA moved quietly eMege CHGS TS 


danger zone. Melita for the first time 7 : cord away from home is 
Despite strengthening in the National League tnt the sop ave within alanis particalacky3t 
their side in the off-sea- at Somers Street this bog wv utay | Melbourne where they 
son, Blacktown have yet — weekend. ay Una have won on both occa- 
to deliver the desired re- Melita, despite their While APIA stretch sions while Preston re- 
sults, losing their last low position on the lad- their unbeaten run to main unbeaten at home 
three matches, conced- der, were again unlucky five matches they have and have conceded only 


been held to draws in one goal. 
their last two home Preston were 
games while the Saints thrashed by Sunshine 


ing nine goals and to go down to Marconi 
hovering two points last Sunday and should 
from the relegation have Hugo Gimenez. fit 


zone. for their visit to Mel- remain unbeaten away last week and Adelaide 
Sydney Croatia, too, bourne. cena: City are just the side to 
have fallen on hard Argentine striker Ser- 5 Wollongong venture end their unbeaten 
times, with only one win gio Falce should arrive ; $ our of NSW for the first’ home record despite 
from seven games, but in Sydney, today but his ‘ . Co tins veavon when losing to Apia, 
their commitment: inclusion in the Melita se they visit bottom side ‘On Boxing Day, co- 
against Sydney Olympic line-up will depend on SoM, Dp : - Tila Hellas. leaders Olympic play 
last weekend should his fitness. : : Sunshine. at. St George 
have earnt them at least Unbeaten Melbourne Both sides dg Stadium, kicking off at 
a point and could see Croatia, on the other looking: 10. respversstet: “7p6y, 
the Ron Corry coached — hand,are in scintillating suffering inglorious 4-0 Suashine= have 
defeats last weekend, 


bounced back to the 
form that saw them lead 
the table in Round 2 
and are now just a point 
outside the top five, but 
have never beaten 


side turn the corner. form! scoring 10 goals in 

Corry has had little their last three matches, 
luck since taking over at with Joe Caleta leading 
Croatia, with injuries the way with five in the 
and transfers hampering —_last two games. 


Hellas away to St 
George and Wollon- 
gong at home to Mel- 
bourne Croatia. 


the team's start to the Even though they 

season, but Alan Hun- have not been at full Preston Olympic in Sydney. 

ter and Wally Savor strength, the Melbourne Adelaide Hellas Olympic, although 

should return this week club has taken the com- without a win and with lucky against Sydney 

to strengthen the back- petition by the scruff of the worst defensive re- Croatia last week, have 

line. the neck and swept all cord in the league, will won their last five 
With points at a pre- before it in recent : have to batten down the — matches and the new 

mium, a draw looks.the weeks. Melbourne Croatia defender Andrew Marth, here against Wollon- —"#tches if they are to coaching duo of Peter 


surprise the visiting — Raskopoulos and Mick 

Wolves. . Hickman hold a 100% 
Wollongong have — win record since taking 

never beaten Hellas in over a month or so ago. 


most likely result. The more fancied gong’s Dave Batten at Brandon Park last weekend, is in top form and 
Croatia have never Melbourne Croatia 9ne@ of the reasons why his high-flying team is still undefeated in the 


been beaten at the Gab- should win at home but 
bie Stadium, but have Melita have proved no league — Photo courtesy ILLAWARRA MERCURY. 


H met d with the unpredict- ting back to his best Apia B 
failed to take a point  easy-beats this season 9) pt Adelaide but their form Georgie have not won 
able Marshall Soper get- anything could happen. ApNAMetcitarde. awayatcomphomechax,\ away entities since 

meet St George at Lam- been good this season the first round and as 


1 bert Park on Saturday and the Wolves could Olympic remain un- 
one m rl ay en with both sides follow. win despite last week's beaten at St George Sta- 
ing on from wins over trouncing at the hands dium the league leaders 
Marconi tackle Puskas’ Hellas 


the Adelaide clubs last of Melbourne Croatia. should win a tight one 


MARCONI 


pel ai 
SOUTH MELBOURNE 
HELLAS 


BY JOHN ECONOMOS 


TWO-time NSL champion Marconi boss Berti Mariani stacks up his 
knowledge against living legend Ference Puskas this Friday night at 
the Marconi Stadium. 

Marconi faces South the two masters attempt Mariani told ASW 
Melbourne Hellas in a  {o pilot their high-flying last night: “They have 
match where Australia’s teams to victory super stars in Paul 
Gh LS ifiant clubs come Marconi, who had a Wade, Kim Taliadoros, 
oe tas, coach of  "MTOW escape last Sun- Paul Trimboli, Mike 
South Melbourne Hel- 42Y night against Raul Petersen BAe StoMs 

Blanco’s Melita Eagles, Blair who are going to 


las, the oles meh eoding penny To get give H+ Very TOURH 


; out of jail, will be play- time 
pests is one of the ing their 350th NSL “And with the great FRIDAY DECEMBER 22 
yeThe stage is set for a match. Puskas rapidly learning ry 
sony patie yoyal between’ the |. putveo will she, Vics Ut tootatomens toon 
BERTI MARIANI ‘Young and the Old’ as rians, cer, I am certain he 


have something special 
planned in his attempt 


Weekend fixtures aaa 


Mariani is also well 
aware that to retain the 
championship he has 
won the last two seasons 
and to crack a first ever 
hat-trick of titles in the 
NSL, he cannot afford 
anymore hiccups. 
Current league lead- 
ers Sydney Olympic, 
last year’s grand final 
opponents, are deter- 


ROUND 8 mined to give Mariani a 
real run for his money 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 22 Exciting duels will be 


MARCONI STADIUM 


KICK-OFF 7.30PM 
yx COME AND ENJOY THE BEST IN 
AUSTRALIAN SOCCER 
yx ANIGHT OF TOTAL FAMILY-RUN 
SPECIAL ENTERTAINMENT 
yr PRIZES WORTH $1000 


MATCH-DAY SPONSORS 


MARCONI v SOUTH MELBOURNE Marconi Stadium 7.30pm HM Nico, Friday cones 
MELBOURNE CROATIA v MELITA EAGLES Somer Street 6pm fi Wheatie ie and Pant 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 23 Trimboli, Fred de Jong 
APIA LEICHHARDT v ST GEORGE Lambert Park 6pm fag id Steve Blais, and Tan 
BLACKTOWN CITY v SYDNEY CROATIA Gabbie Stadium 7pm UeTATES 
ADELAIDE HELLAS v WOLLONGONG CITY Hindmarsh Stadium 8pm fami And | goalscoring 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 26 | tevski will test Melbou- 
rne’s defence to its 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC v SUNSHINE GC St George Stadium 7pm Hi frie 
PRESTON MAKEDONIA v ADELAIDE CITY Connor Reserve 6pm "The big match. kicks 


off on Friday at 7.30pm. 
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Matt Bingley’s brace 
sinks Adelaide Hellas 


BY JOHN ECONOMOS 
Thanks to goalkeeper John Filan and 17- Australians well 
year-old striker Matthew Bingley, St cemented at the base 
George got back onto the winning track of the NSL ladder. 


in fine style to sink Adelaide Hellas 4-0 at Saints boss Frank 
the St George Stadium last Friday. Arok reflected: “They 
Bingley, who had struck the South Aus- 21 not as bad a team ESE etna es 


gone scoreless in the tralians 11 minutes 4S the score indicates. Adelaide Hellas substitute Stamatelopoulos 
fost six rounds, play- into the second half Don’t forget that in _ in full cry against St George — HECTOR CAR- 


ing ina very deep cen- when they conceded their last home match RASCO photo. 
tral striking position, _an own goal. against Marconi, the 
nailed the target twice As St George's i 
: league champions pa 
and gave an excellent tough midfielder Tony Je 
? : n really had to strugg 
display of attacking Krslovic threatened 1 get away with a nar- a r | m e 
football as well as well inside the penalty row win. 
doing an enormous area, Adelaide centre- “ es 
amount of work in the back Robbie Slager in, Hellas’ main eee 
Saints’ middle line. i lem is that they jus 
after the game: “The high into his own net. _# characteristic of all Slager own goal) ADELAIDE HELLAS 0 at St 
two goals have been a ‘St George made it 3- newly promoted teams George Stadium. Crowd: 1526. 
io evo coming, but Oi the 66th minute Because. time ane SYDNEY CROATIA 1 (0. Seal) SYDNEY OLYM- 
the second’ one gave! _ when fill-in sweeper. | space,ou. the Dall is DU ALAN CEARKC PSE TNT che Hema a 
“imams fie snes (Ore ce Mart Ssan Cs me, ene 
- wing striker . ji at Marconi Stadium. Crowd: 3120. 
ring to his 80th minute Zoran Ilic’s fine lead- Adelaide coach, Pe- ADELAIDE City organised a night of WOLLONGONG CITY 0 MELBOURNE 
super effort when he up work. te Tika, when Christmas cheer on Sunday at Hind- CROATIA 4 (J. Caléta 3, B. Milosevic) at Bran- 
blasted a screamer Bingley drove the approached for a com- marsh with carol singers and a parachut- don Park. Crowd: 2310. 
from 30 metres out last nail into Ade- ment by the media, ing Santa. SOUTH MELBOURNE Hellas 4 (G. Gunning 
that ripped into the _laide's coffin with his flatly refused to con- _ But Apia killed the ‘own goal, P. Trimboli 2, K. Taliadoros) BLACK- 
target for St George's 30-metre ‘bomb’ 10 vey his impressions — party mood with a well Tony Pezzano had to TOWN CITY 2 (Z. Arambasic, S. Murphy) at 
fourth and final goal. minutes from time to a strange attitude to organised and uncom- be at his best in the Middle Park. Crowd: 2705. 
Filan pulled off now leave the South say the least saeraing 2.1 wi 2ist minute to deny | SUNSHINE GEORGE CROSS 3 (0. Clarkson, 
. J promising 2-1 win. 
three fine saves to ne Mie vetory was well Melta. G. Hasler, J. Faulkner) PRESTON MAKEDONIA 
deny the South Aus- D ericdarie Y Charley Villani 0 at Skinner Reserve. Crowd: 4211. 
tralians any chance of ; fon amet, though, put City back | ADELAIDE CITY 1 (C. Villani) APIA LEIC- 
Sa ahoie tise. P ive performance by 0 pet HHARDT 2 (R. Brown, A. Bundalo) at Hindmarsh 
ig their first vic- coach Manfred Schaef- in the game six mi- ‘Stadium. Crowd: 4003. 
tory since being prom- er and his experienced nutes after. 
Ge rae into the side which should win cay 8 eet Lae es ey eer 
lational League. many more games than rl Veart dragged the Scorers 
ji Adciside piel did it 10eet this fo ball i oe right oe ‘the [eee 
plenty of attacking in a Apia showed box before sending | Ziatko Nastevski Marconi! 
match where defence strength and mobility over a good cross that Joe Caleta Wen coat 
; held no priority what- in defence, enterprise Villani took his time in Ossie Latif (Sunshine GC) 
sover. and flair in midfield  ‘rilling into the net. Paul Trimboli (South Melbourne) 
‘et Bae dees and striking power UP psUTSnillabeer, who | ROdBrown (APIA Leichharat) 
J nute when a mix-up in oF hi had a difficult time |] Kevin Hagan (Sydney Olympic) 
3 Ip _ City was caught up 4 8 Olympic) 
+ the Adelaide defence ae, in the heat of the night trying to curb Jason Abbas Saad ydney 
d ame — Ee thelr opening furs one cy uly | aa 
. ome- ie ry almost brought a 4 y : \ 
what off-side position pin Moratere (esate! anal Craig Mommitt were goal from Soe Mallen in, 28 minutes with Crowds 
12 metres out and — deracy last week — Photo by HECTOR CAR- But Apia soon thundering drive that Ne 
drive it into the net. Y proved they were no —_ went just past. 


Unperturbed by the RASCO. 
early setback, Ade- 
laide Hellas continued 
to attack and in the 
26th minute right win- 
ger Ray Blair busted 
clear down the right, 
crossed into the box 
where central striker 
Peter Rankin saw his 
point-blank header 
well saved by Filan. 


mugs. Creative and indust- | ROUND 7: 23,049. 

Rod Brown’s dum- rious midfielder Brian | AVERAGE PER GAME: 3,293. 
my from a neat cut Elem did score for J TOTAL ATENDANCE: 151.777 
back by debut man Apia in the 33th mi- J AVERAGE PER ROUND: 21,682. 
Ron Manley was sent nute but the goal 
just past by Shane strangely was denied 
Clinch in the 7th mi- for offside on a lines- Team of the week 
nute but the visitors man’s Ce ee 
went ahead in the 16th Joe Mullen’s over- "i 
minute. head kick in 40 mi- | © aspen iah 

Sweeper Milan Iva- mutes went centimetres J “WADDELL (Sunenine ec) 
novich, in a patch of past but City’s Christ- D. STEWART (Apia) 


But Hellas still (Mills 65m) puzzlingly poor form, — mas cheer evaporated D. NORTHAM (Blacktown) 
wanted to come for- Rankin . : failed to clear the ball completely just on the ] J, MARKOVSKI (Melb Croatia) 
ward and another two Blair properly. Brian Ellem break. B. MILOSEVIC (Melb Croatia) 
fines blocks by Filan , picked up the loose A deep Graham J. FAULKNER (Sunshine GC) 
had the scoreboard at Scorers: Bingley 2m and 80m, Slager o.g. S6m, | ball but had his shot Jennings cross picked G. ARNOLD (Sydney Croatia) 


loffitt 66m for St George. blocked. It fell to out Alex Bundalo, M. BINGLEY (St George) 

Yellow cards: O'Shea 48m for St George. ‘Rocket’ Rod Brown, who took the ball past J. CALETA (Melb Croatia) 
al Sapa though, and he put it a defender inside on to F 

oa past Robert Zabica his deadly left boot, 


with ease. saw Zabica’s position 
NATIONAL 


halftime showing 
Saints holding a 1-0 
lead. 

However, disaster 


City, with Adrian and calmly curled a de- 
Santrac and 300-game __licate goal into the cor- 


SOCCER LEAGUE eee eee ee Tuo beat wok i fol 
idfield agai fter the break as thi 
OF AUSTRALIA aaa ee ere Eepame:sieihpltgt uk 
lacked composure but spectacle. 


Desent 
in association with I.D.S. 


LIVE SOCCER 
COMMENTARY 
on OOSS5 21150 


PHONE THIS NUMBER NOW 
FOR ALL THE INFORMATION 
CALL THE NSL HOTLINE 


FOR ALL THE WEEKEND RESULTS 


OOosS5 21166 


Calls are charged at 21 cents to 57 cents per minute 


Adelaide City Apia Leichhardt 
Pezzano. 


(Murray 61m) 
Brown .. 


Luanna 


ww 


(T. Vidmar 85m) 
Scorers: R. Brown 16m, Bundalo 45m for Apia; 
Villani 27m for Adelaide City. 

Yellow cards: Halliday 29m for Apia; Tobin 74m, 
Melta 45m for Ad City. 
Referee: B. Harwood 7. 
Crowd: 4003, 
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This spectacular save by young St George goalkeeper John Filan apparently even sur- 
prised team-mates Andy Koczka and Craig Moffitt in last Friday's 4-0 win over Adelaide 
Hellas — HECTOR CARRASCO photo. 


Lucky, lucky Olympic 


BY JOHN ECONOMOS 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC 
scored their most 
lucky, and certainly 
most undeserved 
victory this season, 
when they got out of 
| jail with a 2-1 win 
| over a very unlucky 


f . 
i -0 i 
 FEMEnTUl Sydney ac wea Re omer ccd ime gua gery fr tnd br om SDH TES apa cue mis | Bandon Pak ie | 
| tian Sports Centre ph es penne ee nnute to face’ 16-year-old Meanwhile, an under- ‘Melbourne Croatia Way into the second | for the match between | 
last Saturday. curling aw court goalkeeper Zeljko  standably grateful Syd- was beginning to run half when a McFadden | NSW and Soviet club | 
Olympic’s right mid- For the right into the  Kalac, but the teenage ney Olympic coach. free down the flanks, header went over the | Moscow Torpedo on, 
fielder Grant Lee en- fet custodian, racing off his Mick Hickmanl, told and a great cross by top after Morlando | January 31. ! 
gineered his side’s vic- Ta aca line, stole the ball from ‘We got out of jail as Paul Donnelly was ‘Tossed from the left. | The Wolves have | 
SE ee ea oa ee etait: Beaded st" 5Y pea steen avery |e major spon, | 
efore time tia, gallant. ne roatia’s us. le- . jajor sponsors, 
he darted and weaved ly led by an inspirational Cae croaas lighted to get the max. 'SVionsong did not hard! drive from 20 | BHP, in an etiort 10 t 
through three defenders, Graham Arnold, re- bled a morgue as the imum points although seem to have the metres out ‘but it was | have the lights erected i 
on the left, squaring a Pe y eae, ym; team sat in deathly si-  #e lived dangerously. answer to Croatia's  Drilliantly tipped over | in time. 
flat ball to striker Abbas Pic apart in the second ence questioning what But that’s football. long through balls, and the bar by Joe Rados.  .———#e ives] 


Saad to nail the target 
from just nine metres 
out. 

‘Sydney Croatia coach 

Ronnie Corry, who is 

facing the. ‘firing, squad’. 
ourageousty Heide’ no 
| ess than four 16-year- 


4 
7 
5 
5 
olds, plus two other 4 attempting to clear it 5 Markovski.. 
nijee aed 17 and 18, Arnold and fellow | (Kupresak 69m) and Croatia's Branko (Talajic 83m 
in a team that scared the flank-striker, 18-year- | PEtKOVIC -----sscsnsereses 6 Milosevic was: of band 6 Milosevic . 8 
f daylights out of a old David Seal, both to put the ball away 5 Duel. 6 
strangely subdued Syd- rocked Olympic’s cross- aggeelen ee ei 6 Opasinis 6 
ney Olympic. bar in quick succession goal 4 Donnelly 7 
A shocked Corry ~ with a header and then a Da vid Ratcliffe, the 4 Caleta 9 
lamented after the — shot in the 60th minute Scorers: Plataniotis 44m, Saad 88m for Sydney tale sane 5 


game: “That has been 
our story over the last 
few weeks. No luck and 
terribly hard done by.” 
Sydney Croatia hit 
the woodwork on no 


san 


Lee 


BELL AND 
YOUR ACTION TE 
AM 
FOR THE BEST 
SL EVERY WEEK. 
oe 


less than four occasions 
and also came up 
against an inspired Clint 
Gosling in the Olympic 
goal, who pulled off 
three great saves under 
pressure. 


Olympic snatched a 


Arnold was simply 
outstanding as he drove 
himself relentlessly for- 
ward into every attack, 
and when off the ball, 
hurled himself into un- 
yielding defence work, 


following — Manis 
Lamond’s cross from 
the left after beating a 
challenging Gary Phil- 
lips. 

Justice arrived t 


KOSMINA, 


minutes later when 
Seal, completely un- 
marked on the right, 
met a cross rifled in 
from the left to hit the 
target in the bottom left 
corner to equalise. 
Olympic’s tough, 
mobile midfielder, Rob- 


more could they have 
done to pull off a 
victory. 

The great Arnold, 
stretched out complete- 
ly exhausted on a table, 
told us: “No luck, mate. 
We hit the woodwork 
all day and missed out 


40m for Sydney Olympic. 
Referee: R. Lorenc 9. 
Crowd: 5172 


Olympic; Seal 62m for Sydney Croatia 
Yellow cards: Arnold Sm, Popovic 22m, Seal 
37m, Ricoy 73m for Sydney Croatia; Plataniotis 


Croatia sizzler 


BY LEN CHAFER 
A well-taken hat- and Richard Lloyd. Wollongong did not 
trick by Melbourne Ratcliffe was have any answer to 


Croatia’s Joe Cale- 
ta gave his team 
both points at 
Brandon Park as 
the Victorians 
thrashed a lifeless 
Wollongong City 
40. 

The game started at 
a slow pace and it was 
not until the 14th mi- 
nute when a powerful 
shot from 20 metres 
out by Croatia's 
George Hannah saw 
the ball go just wide of 
the far post. 

At the other end, 
Wollongong’s Paul 
McFadden had two 
shots at goal, but both 
were blocked by a very 
well organised Croatia 
defence. 

In the 28th minute a 
corne: taken by Ivan 
Duzel from the right 
was headed under the 


the defence seemed 
flat-footed most of the 
time. 

In the 44th minute, a 
Jong ball by Donnelly 
went to Jock Morlando 
who. sliced the ball 


Wollongong coach, 
made two changes at 
half-time, bringing on 
new signings Derek 
O'Neill and Jerry Mur- 
phy for Ray Vlietstra 


pushing players for- 
ward hoping to break 
down the Croatia de- 
fence but in the S8th 
minute Caleta received 
a great through ball 
from Milosevic, beat 
the Wollongong de- 
fence with his speed, 
drew the goalkeeper 
and slotted the ball 
into the corner of the 
net. 

John Markovski was 
finding open spaces 
and trying long-range 
shots while Milosevic 
and Caleta were 
dangerous every time 
they received the ball. 

Wollongong was 
playing catch up foot- 
ball and making mis- 
takes while Melbourne 
Croatia played it safe 
at the back and pro- 
vided the front runners 
with long acurate 
passes. 


Croatia's quick break- 
aways and Caleta 
pleted his fine hat-trick 
in the 85th minute 
when Randell Eas- 
thorpe’s weak back- 
pass to his goalkeeper 
saw Caleta pounce and 
put the game beyond 
all doubt. 

Two minutes before 
the goal referee John 
McConnell gave four 
players yellow cards 
after tempers flared in 
midfield. The four 
players — McFadden 
and Murphy for Wol- 
longong, and 
Milosevic and Talajic 
for Croatia — were in- 
volved in clashes after 
Zivko Hristovski was 
allegedly elbowed in 
the face by Milosevic. 
ca kkk — = 
| WOLLONGONG] 

City have not given up | 
| hope that they will | 


Melbourne Croatia. 


Referee: J. McConnell 6. 


Top soccer action presented by John Bell. With expert analysis by John Kosmina. Only on ABC TV. WY 


im, Caleta 2! 


Yellow cards: Milosevic, Talajic for Melbourne 
Croatia; McFadden, Murphy for Wollongong. 


Melbourne Croatia 


Selimides 
Hannah . 


URAaLAN 


58 and 85m for 


asc TV 
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SUNSHINE George 
Cross powered to its 
best win of the sea- 
son on Sunday as it 
overpowered a list- 
less Preston Make- 
donia 3-0 in the heat 
and dust of Skinner 
Reserve. 

Swept along by a 
wave of enthusiasm 
sparked by veteran Jeff” 
Faulkner's last QNSL 
game, George Cross 
gave its coach Ernie 
Merrick the sweetest of 
victories against the 
club which sacked him 
nearly two years ago. 

For the outgoing 
Faulkner it was party 
time. 

The 33-year-old 
champion of six NSL 
campaigns moved into a 
front-runner role for his 
league swansong to take 
the place of top scorer 
Ossie Latif, who is 
out for the rest of the 
season with a knee 
injury. 

‘After being presented 
with a silver plaque for 
his services to the club 
before the game Faulk- 
ner went about serving 
up one of his most 
memorable games 
against a struggling 
opponent. 

Faulkner set up two 
goals and fittingly 
scored the third from 
the penalty spot five mi- 
nutes from time and 
earned his second st: 
ding ovation of the day 
as he left the field lead- 
ing his victorious team- 
mates. 

He set up Sunshine’s 
first goal after 35 gen- 
erally lacklustre minutes 
by beating Zoran 
Tacevski in a driving 
run to the byline before 
cutting the ball back for 
David Clarkson, whose 
measured drive from 20 
metres found its mark 
before Phil Traianedes 
had had time to move. 

Preston, looking 
lethargic and lifeless, 
managed few promising 
forward moves, parti- 
cularly after half-time 
when it was forced to 
replace both Tacevski 
and Steve Smith in 
quick succession. 


George Cross went 
from strength to 
strength as its opposi- 
tion faltered and 13 mi- 
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BY GREG BLAKE BY FRANK SCICLUNA 


3 R NSL champions Mar- 
nutes from time, after Makedonia defender oni Fairfield had to 
pilepe pee tas Spee Saga survive a furious 
faced Traianedes ina. Makedonia is a team second half fight- 


ee out of touch, out of luck hack by lowly placed 
one-on-one situation, - ei M 
the veteran made 2nd playing with little Melita Eagles before 


amends by setting up - e snatching the points 
goal number two. Sunday's display through a Zlatko 
This time he stole fueled more rumours Wastevski penalty at 


away with a poorl about the possible de- 

timed George Jolevski mise of coach Ljube the Melita Stadium 
pass and allowed Gary  Jancev, who is said to On Sunday evening. 
Hasler to scoot away _‘"0t have the full support In a match which 
and score for a 2-0 Of the club's new com- never reached great 
scoreline. mittee. heights until the dead- 


Five minutes from the Officials were tight-  !ck was more nag 58 
end Faulkner capped off lipped after Sunday's Tutcs: ihe Eagles may 
his career with a goal as thrashing at the hands Cu cel a Hite une 
he scored from the spot of a George Cross team (ony navged atte 
after John Campbelj’s which is now poised on °™Pty-handed after 


attempted cross from the fringe of the top ‘w*ning on a storming 
the right was handled by __five. P finish which had Marco- 


ni well and truly rattled. 

This was a classic 
example of a game 
which was beginning to 


Melita threw caution the ball to Gus Cerro in 
to the wind in a brave a good position, forcing 
attempt to find an Steve Calderan into a 
equaliser with substitute timely interception to 
Tony Parison in the save the situation. 
thick of the action from Parison then found 
the moment he replaced space in the box but was 
Lenny Vial shortly after denied by Fred de 
Marconi took the lead. Jong’s desperate clear- 


bobWbauua wu 


(Lingurovski 67m) 


Scorers: Clarkson 37m, Hasler 77m, Faulkner 
185m (penalty) for Sunshine. 

Referee: Chris Bambridge 8. 
Crowd: 4211. 


South back on the track 


BY VLADO VLAHOVIC 


SOUTH Melbourne had it mostly its own way in defeating a lacklustre Blacktown City 4-2 
in a free-flowing encounter at Middle Park last Sunday. 

Blacktown fell behind South Melbourne had 
the ‘eight ball’ in the slightly the better of it hong te PRON. der David Hea- 
opening minute of the Opposition in an unin- — town pegged a goal back ly dashed down the 
match in incredible  spiring first half but via substitute Sean Mur- right wing and released 
circumstances. nevertheless goalscoring phy but it took two bites striker Taliadoros in 


ean Ka Pidtiek cmeees were flowing of the cherry. Murphy acres of space. Taliador- 
regularly. ini i E 
ekederfet tre ki Bee town’s best initially hit the crossbar 0s charged into the goal 


~ with a header but he fol- area and found the far 
from wide on the right player,Darren North- — jowed up with a close- corner of the net with a 
to the far post, where am, caused some flut- range volley. well-timed shot. 
Blacktown’s Geoff ters in the hearts of “Seven minutes later However, Blacktown 
ately te clear, bat his South supporters when South reasserted com- added respectability to 
ely * us he embarked on a solo mand to again lead by its scoreline in the 7ist 
el header landed in’ run, then hit a fine 25- two goals, Peter Tsola-. minute when Northam 
aoa tanounnet. metre crack forcing is, who is having a fine found substitute Gary 
Tr “phe lod keeper Bruce Mac- season, sent a long ball Parker, wide on the 
Solakis almost added Laren to make a diving across the park to Kim wing, who swung in a 


pope grantees od a Taliadoros in plenty of cross to the far post, 


et . Soon after South de- space. Arambasic rose unchal- 
rect. ae yaa iee fender Mehmet Dura- —Taliadoros sent a _lenged to head home a 
Wide 1D the “keepers Kovie showed his worth weak shot to the far post simple goal. 
mid when he robbed young but ‘keeper Londos In the dying minutes 


striker Zlatko Aramba- couldn't hold it and to of the game Joe Palat- 
sic who was heading his dismay striker Trim- sides hit the side-netting 


into a scoring position. boli was as usual in good from close range and 

Referee John Fraser position to simply tap sub Michael Michalako- 
came under scrutiny on home his second goal poulos also found the 
| two separate occasions Only three minutes _side-netting after a run 


in the latter stages of the later South increased its | down the left, but fate 
first half with some lead to 4-1 in a high- wasn’t going to give 
dubious decisions. scoring and much more Hellas the big result it 
Hellas striker Paul entertaining second yearned for. 

Trimboli was blatantly 
upended in the penalty 
area by Kurt Reynolds 
but to everyone's 
amazement referee 
Fraser waved play on. 


Minutes later Black- 
town ‘keeper Bill 
Londos fouled Kim 
Taliadoros, this time re- 
feree John Fraser 
pointed to the spot but 
the loose ball went into 
the back of the net via 
Paul Trimboli and the 
advantage rule should 
have been enforced! 

Fortunately for South 
Melbourne, Paul Trim- 
boli converted the spot- 
kicks 


in 


al 
5 
5 


Scorers: Geoff Gunning own goal 1 min, P, Trim- 
boli 43m and 53m, Taliadoros 56m for South Mel- 
bourne; S. Murphy 46m, Arambasic 71m for Black- 
town. 

Yellow cards: D. Longo and K. Reynolds for 
Blacktown. 

Referee: John Fraser 4. 
Crowd: 2705. 


fizzle out after a reason. | [80'9@’S 4-0 win last Friday — HECTOR CAR- 


ably bright opening 10 RASCO pic. 

minutes exploding into In a matter of just ance and came agon- 
action once the goal four minutes Parison _ isingly close seconds la- 
drought was finally first raced past Gary van ter when he thumped 
broken. Egmond and squared _his snap shot against the 


bottom of the upright. 

The Eagles were turn- 
ing hot and it made one 
wonder what the out- 
come could have been 
had they put the same 
sort of pressure on a 
lethareic looking Mar- 
coni from the start. 

Although the cham- 
pions showed glimpses 
of their fluent, attrac- 
tive football for most of 
the first half, they had 
too many players out of 
touch and good goal 
scoring opportunities 
were few and far 
between. 

David Lowe sent his 
deft header wide after 
just three minutes and a 
typical flowing attack 
involving Jean Paul de 
Marigny and Peter 
Katholos ended with 
McCulloch driving his 
shot over the crossbar. 

Melita’s best chance 


Yellow card: 


Scorers: Nastevski 58m (penalty) for Marconi. 
van Egmond 22m for Marconi; 


SEEKS CLUB 


Experienced coach has just. 
returned from Canberra to 
Sydney. 
Was ACT Grand Final Winner. 
Now is looking for an ambitious 
Senior Club with a bright future. 
Has 15 years experience. 
Please contact after hours 
Mr Herbert Klemperer 


& 476 1703 


Penalty saves Marconi’s hide 


did not arrive until the 
23rd minute with Mar- 
shall Soper’s spectacular 
attempt charged down 
by Robbie Wheatley. 

Apart from a sizzling 
Washington Gonzales 
free kick from 35 metres 
which was tipped over 
the bar by keeper Bob 
Catlin, there was little 
other goalmouth action 
during a scorelesss first 
half. 

The goal which finally 
triggered off that pulsat- 
ing last half hour came 
seconds after de Jong 
and his goalbound head- 
er from a David Lowe 
cross deflected for a 
corner. 

Gary van Egmond 
gained possession inside 
the area leaving Mar- 
shall Soper with little 
alternative than to pull 
him down as he was 
charging through. 

Nastevski made no 
mistake from the penal- 
ty spot, giving the match 
the goal that it so badly 
needed. 

From that moment 
on, Melita had the up- 
per hand even though 
Marconi came close to 
punishing them on the 
break on a couple of 
occasions. 

Quite apart from the 
significant impact Pari- 
son made on the match 
shortly after his in- 
troduction, he was again 
involved in an incident 
with Wheatley in the 
last five minutes which 
could have easily given 
the Eagles a late penalty 
but'referee Gary Power 
waved play on, 

In the end, Marconi 
must have been more 
than a little relieved to 
hear the final whistle 
while Melita, despite all 
their brave efforts, were 
unable to avoid a fourth 
successive home defeat 


Marconi 


BIB raaUDE 
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ee THE POOLS RESULTS HISTORY AT 16/12/1989 — WEEK 229 


THIS WEEK'S MATCH LIST 
WEEK 231 SAT 30 DECEMBER 


ASTONVILLA ARSENAL } 
CRYSTAL P. NORWICH Md 
= [DERBY COVENTRY 
@ [LIVERPOOL CHARLTON ‘ 
; = | LUTON CHELSEA / 
LAST WEEK’S RESULTS 2 [ MAN. CITY ‘MILLWALL i 
WEEK 229 SAT 16 DECEMBER, 1989 3 [QPR. EVERTON 
= & [SOUTHAMPTON SHEFF WED. can wet yass EN phze saa “4 
TOTTENHAM NOTTINGHAM F Ley Orient 19 6 310 27 33 21 } 
POOLS RESULTS AND DIVIDENDS rent NOTING eects actrees {i 
Total Prize Pool $1,299,380.06. BRADFORD C. WEST BROM Wigan 19 5 6 8 18 27 21 5 
Winning Match Numbers (in numerical order): 12, 13, 14, 15, z 5 Northampt 18 5 5 8 23 27 20 
24, 26. Supplementary Number: 23 BRIGHTON OXFORD UTD. Reading 18 4 8 6 19 24 20 
Division 1 ol Division 3 3 [IPSWICH ake Wome es Sst FY 
The Prize Pool is The Prize Pool is $16,596.70 g [LEICESTER WEST HAM. Cardi! 19-47 8 25 33 19 
$1,202,539.46. 118 winners of $140.65 ea. & | OLDHAM PORTSMOUTH Cees R47 aa Sz: 18 3 
No winner - Jackpot week 230 Division 4 @ | SHEFF UTD. BLACKBURN oe ec pact F, 
(Est. $1,400,000 next week). The Prize Pool is $41,512.50 3 | STOKE WATFORD. ! 
Division 2 3.321 winners of $12.50 ea. © | SUNDERLAND PORT VALE 18 ENGUSH Dh ‘Arsenal 3 Diy 4: Chesterfield 0 York 0, } 
The Prize Poolis $5,531.40 Division 5 SWINDON NEWCASTLE | 19 buton 2: _charitan, 3" Crystal Colchester O tarauay 3, Exeter & f 
6 provisional winners of The Prize Pool is $33,200.00 WOLVES BOURNEMOUTH | 20 Sovenury 2 Wimbiegon {Man — thorpe 2, Maidstone 4 Hartie~ } 
$921.90. 3.320 winners of $10.00 e BOLTON BURY 2 United ¢ Torenban {alive 2... potato Conte aioe oe 4 
MATCH Ri BRISTOL A, TRANMERE 22 OP Shethield Wednesday 2 OPR 0. PUR cave i 
SULTS ., | CHESTER BLACKPOOL | 23 ENGLISH DIVISION ONE tens Sasi arena i 
ARSENAL LUTON 7132 3 | FULHAM. SHREWSBURY __| 24 PWDL F APS York 19 97 324 16 
1-2 @ | HUDDERSFIELD BRISTOL C. 25 Arsenal §=618: 11 5 4 32 19 36 Carlisle 18 9 6 3 25 17 33 
=> | SHARLION CRYSTAL P. 2 | 12 2 [LEYTON O. CREWE 26 Uverpool 18 10 4 4 39 20 44 Secon 18 2 He = 8 3 f 
45) COVENTRY WIMBLEDON 3] 24 & | MANSFIELD NORTHAMPTON | 27 | ane Wn NS a 228 eae eee OS 8d ge as ae } 
Z| MILLWALL ASTON VILLA 4] 20 3 [NOTTS C. BIRMINGHAM | 28 Toteom 42 8 4 8 a we St) permtoro 18 oP Sa an eee 5 
° | NORWICH DERBY 5 | 4-0 © | PRESTON WIGAN A. 29 Southemet 177 8, 038.2827) a comer tak 5 82k ae j 
SHEFF. WED. OPA, 6120 READING ROTHERHAM | 30 camera eon dat SiS 148/28 27 ns Sontanene Wid o8ee? sha8 
BLACKBURN STOKE Tho ‘SWANSEA BRENTFORD | 31 Po Oe a 18 7 6 § 29 23 27 
BOURNEMOUTH BARNSLEY reine WALSALL CARDIFF 32 rae ORG MLC rl ian 
2 = [ALDERSHOT ROCHDALE 33 ep a 18 6 7 5 17 47:25 ‘ 
~ HULL IPSWICH 9 | 0-0 8 | BURNLEY HALIFAX 34] ManUtd 17 6 3 6 24 24 21 Grimiby 18 6 6.6 23 20 24 
= | LEEDS BRIGHTON 10 | 3-0 2 [DONCASTER COLCHESTER | 35 QPR TOSS 86720029. 21 See eae assis) 2 i 
2 | MIDOLESBRO LEICESTER | 11] 44 3 | GILLINGHAM WREXHAM | 36 Wintledon 1 4 8 6 99 35 2 er 13 6 310 25 25 21 
& | NEWCASTLE PLYMOUTH 12 | 41] » 3 [HARTLEPOOL GRIMSBY i pi EOS Tt ie an ei Oe rich 
& CARLISLE 8 Lure 18 47720 4 
& | OXFORD UTO. WOLVES [3] 221+ OEE TR Getton 18 SF Rae 1 Wremom 18 3 540 98 oF Ne 
3 | PORTSMOUTH SUNDERLAND | 14 | 3-3], = lee | eee eee aearaD SAIS D farcepocl 382) 3:44, 99 ees ¥ 
&é i SCARBORI 39 Div 2: Bournemouth 2 Barnsley ii 
PORT VALE SHEFF. UTD. 15 | 44] * 33 | SCUNTHORPE CHESTERFIELD 1. Leeds 3 Brighton 0. Middles- Scottish Premier Div: Celtic 4 
& +. us 40 brough 4 Leicester 1, Oxford 2 Dundee 1, Dundee United 1 Ran- y 
| WATFORD BRADFORD C. | 16 | 7-2 32 | SOUTHEND EXETER a Laretama pa, Rorismoutn S gers 3. fh 
WEST HAM OLDHAM 1 [02 33 [TORQUAY MAIDSTONE “| figlaUelted s "Warlord 7 Brod: , SCOTTISH PREMIER DIVISION i 
BIRMINGHAM PRESTON 18 | 3-4 YORK HEREFORD 43 “DIVISION TWO Aberdeen 1710 3 4 24 10 23 
2 | BLACKPOOL FULHAM 19 | 04 = | RuGBY AWECHURCH | 44 nedare 22°94. 55 S829) 47) CUE NBR 6) 4ig8 622 4 
§ Tonistoi c LEYTON 0 20 | 24 $2 | WEALDSTONE —WaTERLVILLE [a5] —] Setuw 22133 322% seats 1? cau ue ae ae 18 , 
pf :. J Cry Sunderland 22 10 8 4 39 32 38 
5 ‘SE | WEYMOUTH MOORGREEN | 46 Dunfermiin 17 S 6 6 21 23 16 
& | BURY WALSALL 21 | 02 BE Oldham = 22:10 7 5 29 23 37 
S WORCESTER CORBY a7 Newcattie. 21:30: 6.5 38/26 36, feemereet 17 8 20 28.35 
= | CARDIFF NOTTS. C. 22 | 1-3 CELTIC DUNFERMLINE | 48 Monte Gt" 9 FS SE Beige, i tewee See Sgn eacne 
g | ROTHERHAM HUDDERSFIELD | 23 | 0-0] * Sg | DUNDEE DUNDEE U. AB} | Wertum a oo 5 S255 3 Dentee 18 2 610 25 47 10 
& | SHREWSBURY BOLTON | 24 | 33) 53 HIBERNIAN RANGERS 50 Swindon 21 8 6 7 36 29 30+ cs DIAL A Raith 0, St Johns- 
[WIGAN A. SWANSEA 25 | 2-0 @& | MOTHERWELL “ABERDEEN [51 ators. aa a.8./S°st asia) Ur BION ONT 
CHESTERFIELD YORK 26 | 00) * ST_MIRREN ___ HEARTS 52 Bournemth 22 8 S$ 932 36 29  StJohmt 2013 6 1 40 19 32 
COLCHESTER TORQUAY 27 | 0 So ALBION R. PARTICK 53 Prymouth 21 € 310 31 32 27 Alrdrie 1912 4 3% 18 28 
eet Qu 3 32 [ALLOA MEADOWBANK | 54 PortVale 22 6 9 7 26 27 27 Partick 19 9 8 2 37 20 26 
Z | EXETER GILLINGHAM 28 | 3-1 Brighton 22 8 311 31 33 27 Hamilton 19 7 7 5 26 26 21 
3 [enimsov SOUTHEND 25 CLYDE MORTON Seal couse: 2 7 eis Sues 2) en te ee 
z 20 wea 21°67 8 3S 36 25 Clyde 20 67720 24 19 
ia iddlesbro- 
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Bra 4 - 
Se | BURTON A CAMBRIDGE C. | 38 | 1-0 e era od 
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o pod u's S S33 35 21 
‘Winning match numbers and supplementary number. ee 26 7 jv clog wy ni . 4 a = = 
~ x oe Sting 17 8 3 6 33 22 19 
RESULTS AND DIVIDEND HOTLINES - foiedam 19'S 3 Kimerwock 17 9 36 21-35 18 
Phone: 00555 0787 Australia Wide. Or, Sydney (02) 11520; 18 7 S 6 24 25 19 
Melbourne (03) 11521; Brisbane (07) 11699; Adelaide (08) 11521; Gosh 17 6 5S 63333 17 
oti Se gitises 
Results are available from 8pm. Sundays, dividends after 5pm Montrose 17 4 4 9 19 26 12 
Mondays. EStirling 17 4 4 9 17 W 12 
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For Past Results and Historical Data on The Pools, write to: T.M.S. P.O. Box 2937 DD GPO Melbourne 3001. Or Phone: (03) 328 3345. 
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Self-interest fuels Super League 


THE proposed Victorian state ‘Super 
League’ is set to go ahead next season. 


The State League 
board of management 
has voted to go ahead 
with the controversial 
new competition, 
which is likely to kick 
off in late February or 
early March. 

Only six clubs voted 
against the new 12- 
team elite league 
which, at this stage, 
looks likely to be made 
up of the top 10 of the 
1989 State League, 
plus relegated NSL 
clubs Heidelberg and 
Melbourne JUST. 

The NSL promotion 
contender will be the 
champion of that com- 


tition. 

The State League 
will also consist of 12 
teams, the bottom six 
from this year’s State 
League, plus two clubs 
promoted from Divi- 
sion One and four 
other clubs which are 
yet to be decided. 

The contentious 
issue seems settled 
after much lobbying by 
the ‘for’ and ‘against’ 
factions, despite pro- 
tests from clubs which 
missed the cut and 
First Division teams 
which will miss promo- 
tion to the elite league, 
after. more than half a 
dozen heated meetings 
and more than enough 
degrading press 
coverage. 

Only three possible 
problems have yet to 
be resolved. 

Ground facilities, 
which were initially an 
integral part of the 
criteria for clubs in- 
terested in the ‘Super 
League’, seems to 
have been one issuc 
shoved aside during 
the debating. 

At least two and 
possibly more clubs 
could not realistically 
entertain thoughts of 
playing in the elite 
league if the VSF 
stands firm on its origi- 
nal plans. 

Also there is sure to 
be further debate on 
which four clubs cur- 
rently outside the State 
League would be 
admitted to make up 
what is basically a 12- 
team State League 
Second Division. 

‘The third problem is 
the ever-present threat 
of legal action by clubs 
not in agreement with 
the board of manage- 
ment decision. 

Croydon City presi- 
dent Mike Antolos and 
Morwell Falcons boss 
Don DiFabrizio have 
been outspoken in 
their support for the 
‘Super League’ and 
both made public their 
threats to form a 
“breakaway league” 
had the ‘Super League’ 
not been accepted. 

“if any opposition 
(to the Super League) 
wants to take the VSF 
to court, they can go 
ahead,” Antolos told 
ASW last week. 


“Under FIFA rules 
if a club takes its gov- 
erning body to court it 
is automatically sus- 
pended from that com- 
petition.” 

There has been a 
bitter division amongst 
the clubs since the idea 
of a ‘Super League’ or 
simply smaller leagues 
was first discussed by 
the then VSF chairman 
Jack Reilly, 

Reilly, in his capac- 
ity as chairman, gave 
clubs 18 months’ 
notice of changes to 
the structure of all the 
Victorian leagues and, 
had his plans for re- 
vamped competition in 
this state seen fruition, 
1989 would have been 
the year his ideas were 
implemented. 


Instead, at one of 
the most controversial 
SF AGMs in history, 
Reilly left his post af- 
ter being bitterly 
opposed by those 
against the changes. 

Many of those 
opposed to Reilly's 
ideas, finding them at 
the mercy of the clubs 
who were seen to be 
disadvantaged at the 
changes, had lobbied 
long and hard to have 
the changes shelved 

Curiously, there 
were few who had 
opposed the changes 
until their own club 
had found itself out in 
the cold. 

Self-interest ruled. 


“Their only 
thoughts are for their 
club and you cannot 
make any progress 
with that attitude. 

“I cannot under- 
stand what is wrong 
with Victorian clubs. 
In NSW they made the 
transition without a 
dissenting voice be- 
cause they knew that 
the game would 
benefit. 

“In Victoria, you 
can’t make a move 
without someone feel- 
ing slighted. They just 
don’t think ahead. 

“So a few clubs 
might find themselves 
a division lower than 
they were last season. 
So what? 

“Tt is up to them to 
fight their way back 
and those who succeed 
will find themselves in 
a better competition. 

“Tr can’t help 
wondering what the 
VSF’s sponsors are 
making of all this.”” 

Reilly's advice to the 
VSF is clear and 
concise. 

“I don’t know why 
they don’t just make 
the move and to hell 
with the consequences. 

“All it needs is a 
little guts.” 

Reilly’s plan was 
well and truly bashed 
‘on the head this time 
12 months ago but six 
months into the 1989 
season plans were 
again put forward for a 
Victorian ‘Super 
League’ to kick off in 


JACK REILLY 


Reilly has sat back 
and watched recent de- 
velopments with 
horror. 

‘Although he is still a 
visionary for Victorian 
and Australian soccer 
he cannot understand 
why clubs are so 
selfish. 

Reilly went public 
for the first time re- 
cently in Melbourne's 
daily HERALD news- 
paper. 

“The problem here 
is that some clubs are 
selfish,’’ Reilly is 
quoted as saying. 

“They have no 
thought for the good of 
the game in general. 


1990. 

There is little doubt 
the second announce- 
ment was ill-timed for 
it gave few of the mid- 
die-rung clubs time to 
prepare for what be- 
came a late-sason rush 
to miss the infamous 
cut. 

Altona Gate, Bruns- 
wick Juventus, Bul- 
leen, Caulfield City, 
Croydon City, Green 
Gully, Morwell Fal- 
cons, Northcote City, 
St Albans and Tho- 
mastown appeared to 
be the lucky ones. 

But when crunch 
time came to divide 
the State League into a 
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NORTHCOTE CITY — one of the lucky teams that missed the “cut”. 


“Super League’ and 
First Division — the 
two competitions com- 
prising a total of 24 
clubs — three of the 
existing State League 
clubs, Fawkner, Box 
Hill and Ringwood 
City, refused to sign a 
form agreeing to the 
new league structure. 

The State League 
management commit- 
tee had the original 
Premier League prop- 
osal rejected by a vote 
of 10-8 in late Novem- 
ber despite a persua- 
sive speech on the 
night by current VSF 
chairman Vito 
Cilauro. 

After the rejection 
of the proposal, 
Cilauro formulated a 
compromise plan for a 
two-league, 24-team 
State League of equal 
importance. 

The two champions 
would meet to decide 
the outright league 
champion which would 
challenge for promo- 
tion to the NSL. 

Cilauro suggested 
the compromise plan 
after that late Novem- 
ber meeting had voted 
for an 18-team one-di- 
vision State League for 
next season. 

Letters suggesting 
the compromise plan 
were sent to all the 
clubs and thus last 
month’s meeting to de- 
cide, finally, the struc- 
ture of the Victorian 
State League for 1990, 

“There have been 
objections to each of 
the plans but the mat- 
ter will be deter- 
mined,” VSF spokes- 
man George Wallace 
told ASW. 

“Tt’s up to who has 
got the numbers.” 

From square one 
there have been argu- 
ments all-round. 

Not so long ago VSF 
vice-president Lou 
Stafrace indicated that 
the VSF would go 
ahead with its ‘Super 


League’ plan regard- _ 


less of consequences. 
“The VSF itself is 
morally obligated to 
ensure the Super 
League's success and is 
committed to the ven- 


na Gates and Juven- 
tuses?” asked Di Fab- 
rizio. 

“The VSF hasn't 
even got 10 strong 
teams. How do you ex- 


SAM PAPASAVAS 


ture,” Stafrace said in 
an interview. 

“If we were to put in 
a lacklustre effort we 
would have a lot to 
answer for. 

“Our plan is that in 
two or three years’ 
time it will become the 
real pinnacle for every 
member of the VSF to 
aim at. 

“Tf you state that the 
State Lesgue has been 
stagnant since the 
formation of the NSL, 
you won't get any 
“opposition from me.” 

Since Stafrace aired 
his views, the VSF had 
varied its public com- 
mitment to the new 
league on almost a dai- 
ly basis. 

Clubs in favour of 
the new ‘Super 
League’ have met at a 
“rebel” meeting. 

On the eve of the 
meeting, Morwell Fal- 
cons president Don 


for two 12-team 
leagues would “be a 
disaster” for his club. 
“What's the point if 
we don’t get to play 
the Heidelbergs, Alto- 


pect to find 24 good 
ones?” 

“T have nothing 
against the lower 
clubs, but I know that 
if my club wasn’t good 
enough to be playing 
in the top league I 
would accept it 
gracefully.” 

NSL chairman Sam 
Papasavas managed to 
buy into’ the argument 
by publicly chastising 
the VSF on its back- 
down from the original 
‘Super League’ prop- 
osal. 

The bun-fight con- 
tinued when Cilauro 
attacked Papasavas by 
issuing a public state- 
ment suggesting that 
the NSL chairman's 
comments were, 
amongst other things, 
“untimely and offen- 
sive.” 

Cilaure is reporting 
the matter to the Aus- 
tralian Soccer Federa- 
tion. 

Neither Cilauro’s 
nor Papasavas’ state- 
ments are worth quot- 
ing in full here. 

Tt is just more of the 
ugly hot air that has 
dominated Melbou- 
rne’s soccer press for 
the last month. 


More black marks 
on the game that just 
aren't needed at @ time 
when the teamwork 
we've lacked for many 
years is required more 
than ever. 

Frankly, I don’t give 
a hoot what happens 
with the State League 
any more. 

As I’ve said, self-in- 
terest rules down south 
and the prophecy from 
a Sydney colleague is 
fast coming true. 

“Unless Victorian 
clubs get their act 
together soon, they're 
stuffed,” he told me. 

Hopefully, the new 
‘Super League’, pro- 
viding it goes ahead as 
now promised, will go 
some way towards sav- 
ing the game in Vic- 
toria. 

But the selfish 
mentality in certain 
quarters still exists. 

Until this attitude 
changes, the ‘Super 
League’ will mean only 
a superficial facelift to 
cover very deeply 
rooted problems. 

“Super League’ or 
no, the sad fact is that 
the whole sordid busi- 
ness of recent times, 
and there is no reason 
to believe it is over yet, 
has been yet another 
humiliation for Victo- 
tian soccer. 


Ambitious 
Caulfield 


Victorian State Super 
League club Caulfield 
City, now coached by 
John Margaritis, has 
started its chase for 
quality players in 
earnest. 

Transfer-listed NSL 
players Manny Aneza- 
kis (South Melbourne) 
and Aki Kotzamichalis 
(Sunshine George 
Cross) are top of the 
Christmas shopping 
list. 


Futsal’s glory days 


Jim Wells from Commodore Computers (left) during the Indoor final 
presentation with Jim Roberts, Joe Brent and James Hardie’s Jim 
Kelso — HECTOR CARRASCO pic. 


FEW can begrudge 
the futsal move- 
ment of Australia 
their moment of 
glory. 

The indoor (futsal) 
body has just enjoyed 
one of its best weeks 
on record and plans 


are afoot for the game 
to go one better next 
season. 

The national team, 
the Indooroos, won 
the Pacific Cup in 
Mexico City, beating a 
host of nations, among 
them the USA, Cana- 
da, Mexico and Costa 


ouquets 


SOME bouquets 


* To the NSW Soccer 
Federation firstly on 
staging their present- 
ation night at the Apia 
Club. 

I have campaigned 
long and hard for soc- 
cer bodies to hold their 
functions at the soccer 
clubs who have helped 
build the game in this 
country instead of the 
overpriced, seldom 
helping glamour 
hotels. 

NSW's function at 
the Apia Club was a 
splendid example to 
all. 

* As was the NSL 
staging their Christmas 
party at Marconi Club. 

Why should the dol- 
lars go out of the game 
— the Apia, St 
George, Marconi, 
Croatian, Blacktown 
Clubs have spent for- 
tunes backing the 
game. 

It is only appropri- 
ate we support them 
when we are going to 
spend a few bob. 


* Another bouquet to 
Sydney Olympic for 
their splendid promo- 
tion of the recent 
South Melbourne 
match in Sydney with 
‘Wogs Out of Work’ 
and excellent pre- 
match entertainment 
from a Greek youth 
group. 

The entertainment 
was refreshingly en- 
tertaining and full 
marks to young 
Anthony Stavrinos and 
company for their en- 
thusiastic appraoch to 
promoting the match. 

Unfortunately, the 
weather ruined their 
efforts. 

Hopefully, they will 
not be discouraged and 
provide similar promo- 
tions in the future. 

* Another pat on the 
back for the NSW 
Federation’s splendid 
calendar/diaries for- 
warded to local media. 

A whole lot more 
appreciated than the 
standard Christmas 
card and substantially 
more functional. 


Opinion Line 


IN last week’s Fan Opion Poll, 85% of fans did 
not agree with Pele that Italy will win the 


World Cup. 


Over the next two weeks fans are asked who 
will win the 1990 World Cup. 

‘You can register your vote by dialling 0055- 
20526 or 0055-20527 and leave your choice after 


the tone. 


Results will be published in the January 3 issue 


of ASW. 
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Rica to win its first ma- 
jor international 
tournament. 

Then it staged its 
final series of the 
James Hardie NISL at 
the State Sports Cen- 
tre at Homebush. 

I caught the semis 
on the Friday evening 
and it was great en- 
tertainment. 

Unfortunately, I 
missed the finals on 
the Saturday evening 
due to commitments 
with the Sydney Olym- 
pic-South Melbourne 
Quit NSL game at St 
George Stadium. 

Yet 3500 fans rolled 
along to the indoor 
finals, giving futsal the 
biggest Sydney soccer 
crowd of the weekend. 

Sponsors James 
Hardie were delighted 
with the night and one 
knows they will be 
even more delighted 
with the Presentation 
Night staged at Oak- 
lands House in the 
Hills District of Syd- 
ney, with cricket great 
Doug Walters the mas- 


ter of ceremonies. 
—— 


Stoichkov 
for Barca 


BULGARIAN 
national team cap- 
tain Khristo 
Stoichkov has 
signed for Spanish 
club Barcelona for 
$5.2 million. 

Stoichkov, who also 
captains Bulgarian 
league leaders CFKA 
Sofia, will begin a five- 
year contract with 
Barcelona next July. 

“It’s always been 
my dream to play with 
the top professionals 
in the world,” said the 
24-year-old striker. 

Under the agree- 
ment signed by the 
Bulgarian Football 
Union in Sofia, Stoich- 
kov would be able to 
play for his national 
team if invited. 
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JOHNNY WARREN 


HAS HIS SAY 


Olympic — looking good 


MUCH to every- 


one’s surprise, ship to the previously Socceroo chances with _ My only disappoint- 
enthusiastic, yet naive some excellent stuff, ment at Olympic is for- 

e 
Sydney Olymp Sydney Olympic. while Abbas Saad, mer Young Socceroo 


heads the Quit = ‘ 
NeLaadwantehe His hat-trick against thanks to some indoor skipper Andrew 
7 Melita was out cf this action with James Har- Bernal. 


form they have = world, his perform- die National Indoor One of the finest 
shown in recent ance against South Soccer League outfit liberos at youth in- 
weeks, few could Melbourne the finest Bankstown Torna- ternational level, Ber- 
doubt they intend individual display I 4025, has markedly im- nal has failed to realise 
So atay eee have witnessed tris Proved his game. his potential at 
- 5 i 1 est overlappin; ull- ar, 
Will our sleeping With the possible re- por) Over SP Geor- his performances have 


giant blow up again turn of Alistair Ed- 


just when we expect wards and Jason Polak_ gakis and David Bar- been marked vy Sa 
big things from them? and the settling in of rett — the underrated. necessary rough play 
Chances, of course, new strikers Marko role of Grant Lee, the escing him pepe off, 
are that they will, yet Perinovic and Scott Smetsence of Nick yellow-car: ES and 
at the moment Olym-  Ollerenshaw, plus the Platiniotis as a stopper —tarely finding his posi- 
ic finally look the form of Hagan, Olym- of substance and the _ tion or real role within 
atk ; pic now have "a new. considerable contribu- the Olympic 


tion of Robbie Iro-_ framework. 
nside in the middle of Perhaps the new 
the park and Olympic  Raskopoulos-Hickman 
are well on their way combination can sort it 
to challenging for the all out. f 
national title. I see it as a crying 
‘That is if they don’t shame that one of our 
shoot themselves in finest young players 
the foot with internal has yet to make his 
problems, mark at Olympic. 


The difficult thing found depth of talent 
about football is not previously missing 
just getting to the top, from their first team 
but staying there. squad. 


THERE appears to be some confusion 
over the 0055 commentary line and 
associated services. 

Fans can ring the commentary line 0055-21150 
for the match of the day progress scores and 
description and after the match can get all the 
scores and details on my line 0055-20605. 

Usually Les Murray and myself cover the Syd- 
ney end with a game on either Friday or Saturday 
and Ian Aitken and John Nyskohus cover the 
regs end whenever an Adelaide team is at 

ome. 


ALISTAIR EDWARDS: heading home? 


On the surface Clint Gosling has 
Olympic should do it. been in tremendous 

Kevin Hagan’s re- _ form this year, Gary 
cent inspired form has Phillips and skipper 
added much needed Robbie Hooker have 
experience and leader- surely boosted their 


St George Stadium 


| was a little taken aback to read where 
St George has an outdated stadium and 
is doing little to promote the game. 

St George has introduced a revolutionary 
apprenticeship scheme, has the only electronic 
scoreboard I am aware of in Australian soccer, 
takes a full page advertising/editorial page in 
120,000 circulation, highly read ‘St George Lead- 
er’ local paper and has press facilities, including a 
computer, few other clubs possess. 

If St George's facilities and promotions are 


second rate as claimed, what about other clubs? 
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JOHNNY NYSKOHUS * 

For Sydney, the following matches will be 
covered in the coming weeks. 

© Friday, December 22: Marconi v South Mel- 
bourne from 7pm 

© Friday, 29 December: Sydney Croatia v Mar- 
coni from 7pm 

© Saturday, January 6: Marconi v Sunshine from 
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AUSTRALIAN SOCCER MANAGEMENT REVIEW 
Ce reaenenena ane nee IN Ca 


Just what the 
doctor ordered 


BY KEITH GILMOUR 


QUIETLY flows the 
management review 
of the Australian 
Soccer Federation. 

All indications are 
that investigator Dr 
Graham Bradley is set- 
ting into his task 

It is no easy one, 
bearing in mind the 
extent to which all 
major sports must dove- 
tail in with the insatiable 
demands of television. 

The ASF-NSL deci- 
sion to lock in with 
ABC-TV for a five-year 
term, with a further 
five-year option term, 
has extended Australia- 
wide exposure to the 
game. to implement 

Soccer has to be seen changes. 
al best possible club The club scene with 
level Australia-wide, the NSL has not adv- 
simply because success anced greatly even 
means that widespread though the League is in 
interest must be engen- its 14th season. 
dered in every capital 
city, regional city, town, 
hamlet, and even coun- 
try property. 

Whilst this is occur- 
ing, SBS-TV is doing 
wonders with its cover 
of top overseas football. 

Live matches have 
been welcomed by the 
communities involved, 
and replays an Italian 
football have their 


following. 


mand a huge audience. 


to revitalise top Aus- 
tralian club football. 


No band aids 
For the NSL to be- 


the national federation 


‘ith the Austra- 
ising of the club 
playing ranks and im- 


grounds. 
These, however, are 


only the first, tentative 
awakenings in the 
game. 

What sort of proposi- 
tions will be raised to 
see that the clubs which 


los 
MARITAL STATUS: Married to Margaret 
BIRTHPLACE: Pirgos, Greece. 
8.3.61 


OCCUPATION: Sports shop owner 

PREVIOUS CLUB: Canterbury Marrickville, St 
George, Sydney Olympic, Apia. 

NICKNAME: Kat 

CAR: Porsche 911 

BEST FRIEND: My wife and Alan Davidson 

FAVOURITE FOOD: 


a) 

FAVOURITE TV SHOW: SBS's World Soccer 

FAVOURITE GROUND:Marconi Stadium 

FAVOURITE LOCAL PLAYER:Alan Davidson, 
Zlatko Nastevski 

SUPERSTITIONS: None 

MOST MEMORABLE MATCH: Playing for 
Australia against England in 1983 when we 
drew 0-0 and | was voted Man Of The Match. 

BIGGEST THRILL: Playing for Australia 1982 

BIGGEST DISAPPOINTMENT: Later being 
discarded by Australia and my experience in 
football in Greece 

WORST INJURY: Torn medial cartilage 1985 

HARDEST OPPONENT: Alan Davidson 

MOST PROMISING TEAM-MATE: Paul Okon 

AMBITIONS: To be healthy and successful 

BIGGEST INFLUENCE ON CAREER:Uncle Joe 
Viasits, Raul Blanco and Berti Mariani 

FAVOURITE OVERSEAS CLUB:Liverpool 

FAVOURITE OVERSEAS PLAYER:Pele, Platini 
and Maradona 

PERSON YOU'D MOST LIKE TO MEET:Pele 


The World Cup in 
June/July next will de- 


Having said that, the 
loss of interest in soccer 
by so many migrant 
communities over the 
years spells out the need 


come a success means 
that Dr Bradley has to 
come up with the neces- 
sary improvements, and 


and league must have 
the intestinal fortitude 
the 


There are some good 


provements to many 


now exist on hair-raising 
debts are replaced by 
others with financially 
secure structures. 

There has been talk 
of franchising clubs, to 
bring in the public and 
youngsters behind its 
own regional club and 
supply the necessary in- 
frastructure. 

An alternative is to 
have private ownership. 

Given the high stan- 

dard management that 
must be insisted upon, 
this could apply to 
advantage in many 
cases. 
Gone would be the 
government of certain 
clubs from the lowest 
common denominator 
level, that has bred 
catastrophic results in 
the past, 

There could end up 
being clubs with differ- 
ing organisational and 
financial structures to 
meet the needs of indi- 
vidual cases. 

Numerically, clubs 
must be kept to a mini- 
mum level in the major 
Cities. 


CONTINUED ON 
PAGE 16 


PART 2 


Running the rule over 
early season NSL form 


AFTER lamenting 
on the lack of first- 
class soccer sta- 
diums in Sydney, 
MIKE JOHNSON, 
continues with im- 
pressions gleaned 
on players he has 
seen in action so 
far this summer 
season. 


Does that mean St 
George are totally de- 
sperate for money? 

Or that Ollerenshaw 
is not expected to again 
make the national team 
the shop window from 
which we show our soc- 
cer stars to eager buyers 
from Europe? 

Or as St George pres- 
ident Alec Pongrass in- 
dicated to me that Scott 
just wanted away? 

The St George-Mel- 
bourne Croatia encoun- 
ter indicated that the 
southern outfit will 
chase Marconi down to 
the line this season. 

Markovski is a very 
useful player to use 
alongside Awaritefe, 
when he is fit, and that 
leaves Caleta and Kelic 
as reserve strikers. 

What squad depth, 
and with wonderful 


PETER KATHOLOS 


— compiled by John Economos | 


BY MIKE JOHNSON 


talent Alan Davidson 
and captain Biskic still 
to come into the team. 

The goalkeeper prob- 
lem, however, is still un- 
resolved by Croatia — a 
handicap they cannot 
afford to concede to 
Marconi. 

Goalkeeper Bobby 
Catlin is playing well for 
the champions. 

One of the reasons 
for this is goalkeeper 
coach at Marconi, Nick 
Sokoloff. 

Nick is a very good 
goalkeeper coach who 
used to be at St George 
as first team goalkeep- 
er, then became coach 
of their goalies. 

St George's 1974 
World Cup goalie Jim 
Fraser gives Sokoloff 
credit for his success. 

The other night 1 
watched Nick testing 
numerous young goalies 
on the training fields 
adjacent to Marconi 
Stadium. 


He was one of several 
Marconi coaches, 
headed by former Meli- 
ta star Ritchie Williams 
as Director of Youth 
coaching, who were 
trialling some 400 junior 
players, 

Marconi is the flag- 
ship among Australia’s 
professional clubs. 


Watching all those 
energetic junior players, 
their concerned parents, 
the well organised 
coaches operating on 
smart, well grassed 
training fields; the adja- 
cent embryo stadium 
and the large modern 
club, with its re- 
staurants, games rooms, 


conference rooms, 
offices, entertainment 
halls — then I began to 
feel as one did when 
walking into European 
clubs such as Dukla Pra- 
gue, Eintracht Frank- 
furt, Manchester 
United. 

One feels the great 
Status of those soccer 
giants. These traditions, 
the great players who 
had worn their jerseys, 
the great players now 
entertaining their fans, 

And so it felt in a 
minor way as I walked 
around the Marconi soc- 
cer establishment. 


This was enhanced 
when the hero of the 
day, Zlatko Nastevski, 
walked by carrying his 
soccer bag. 

This is a great talent. 

I have feared, howey- 
er, after watching Nas- 
tevski against Black- 
town recently, that his 
years, plus tighter man- 
marking, might manacle 
this 
talent this year, to the 
great disadvantage of 
Marconi and Australian 
soccer. 


On the Saturday 
following the St George 
v Melbourne Croatia 
game I went to the 
Croatian Sports Centre 
to watch Sydney Croatia 
play APIA. 

Like Marconi’s Bos- 
sley Park, the Sports 
Centre is a sports sta- 
dium in embryo and 
both hopefully will be- 
come first-class sta- 
diums. 

The Croatian Club 
emanates great excite- 
ment. 

It has more people 


than Marconi to put into 
its stadium, but has less 
management skills, and 
like Sydney Olympic, is 
taking a long time to 
turn numbers into 
stability and trophies, 

The Croatia-Apia en- 
counter was the worst 
National League game I 
have seen since the 
competition kicked off 
in 1977, 

Raul Blanco was 
there, so was Ralle 
Rasic, 

Wished Raul good 
luck for Melita against 
Sydney Olympic at 
Melita Stadium the 
following day, Sunday, 

The papers said the 
kick-off was 7pm for the 
Melita-Olympic match 
and I arrived then, only 
to find it was half-time 
— the kick-off was in 
fact 6pm. 

Olympic in the 
second half overran 
Melita with energy and 
Strength, something the 
Melita outfit finds hard 
to resist at the moment. 

New Zealand's ex- 
trovert Robbie Ironside 
epitomises the Olympic 
their fans went to see; 
tough, skilful, energetic 
and exciting. 

But it was the 
thoughtful, effective 
Kevin Hagan, with a 
hat-trick and a brilliant 
near post cross to set up 
Scott Ollerenshaw for 
an equally brilliant 
near-post header, who 
stole the show. 

These were great, 
world-class scoring 
highlights on a day 
when the Olympic 
hordes might have felt 
that at last they may 
have a team worthy of 
their passion for soccer. 


Stock Exchange listing 
soon for St George 


BY JOHN ECONOMOS 


ST GEORGE, who earlier this year were priva- 
tised, passed three vital resolutions at the club's 
annual general meeting, one of which being that 
the Saints would soon seek listing of their shares 
on the Stock Exchange, the first soccer club to do 
so, 


The Saints, who 
now have depleted 
their ranks of stars 
with the latest depar- 
ture of striker Scott 
Ollerenshaw, sold to 
Sydney Olympic for 
$40,000, also resolved 
to raise further funds 
to purchase players. 

It was decided at the 
AGM that the Saints 
will now make a be- 
lated drive to qualify 
for this sseason’s Top 
Five series, but to do 
so the club must buy 


a 
FRANK AROK 


experienced players. 

Another resolution 
passed was that the 
club will make a deter- 
mined effort to retain 
manager-coach Frank 
Arok at all costs de- 


spite his job with the 
Socceroos, 

When Arok’s con- 
tract with the ASF 
concludes next July, 
the new national coach 
will be be on a full- 


time basis but the 
Saints do not want to 
lose Arok and will en- 
deavour to make a 
specially attractive 
offer for him to remain 
with St George. 


commodore 


COMPUTER 


1989 James Hardie 
National Indoor 
Soccer League 
Grand Final 


All photos by 
Hector Carrasco 


. 

Jim Kelso, James Hardie Industries Limited 

group community relations and services 

manager, presents the splendid champions’ 
trophy to Erkin Osman. 


Vince Nastoski gets around 


Bruce 
bat adem eee, Thurlow, 


‘others cele! 


Osman HiNISL title. 


Brett Duval scores the Swans’ second goal despite Angelo Rodic’s 
The happy Osten JH 


desperate attempt to save. 
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THE date is Octo- 
ber 1 in the year 
2000, the venue is 
the Homebush 
Stadium, and it’s 
the opening match 
of a new season in 
a brand-new 
century. 

NSL champions for 
the last 12 seasons, 
Marconi Fairfield is 
starting yet another 
title defence against 
arch-rivals Leichhardt- 
Olympic-Saints who, 
since the amalgama- 
tion of the old St 
George, Apia and Syd- 
ney Olympic, has been 
the strongest challen- 
ger for Marconi’s total 
dominance of Austra- 
lian soccer. 

It’s a quiet night 
with no more than 50 
people in attendance 
— mainly parents, 
wives and girlfriends 
— another fine exam- 
ple of the huge success 
generated by the mas- 
terplan introduced by 
the League and ABC 
Television the pre- 
vious season, 

Their blueprint for 
soccer in the 21st cent- 
ury was so simple and 
executed so smoothly 
that the league has 
been kicking itself for 
not thinking of it years 
earlier. 

Basically, the guts of 
the scheme is to keep 
the venue for matches 
an absolute secret 
from fans. 

In an effort to furth- 
er ensure that as few 
people as possible turn 
up to watch, match 
days have to be 
changed with as little 

| notice as possible then, 
as another safety mea- 

{ 

} 


sure, kick-off times 
must at all costs be 
brought forward or put 
back at the last 
moment. 

Finally, just in case 
all else fails and some 
fool is determined to 
attend, all matches 
have to be played 
under floodlights any- 
time between 1 and 5 
o’clock in the morning. 


Since its introduc- 
tion in 1999, the NSL’s 
plan to keep spectators 
away has surpassed all 
expectations, attend- 
ance figures have de- 
clined enormously. 

The clubs are more 
than pleased with the 
progress made. 

No longer do they 
have to waste their li- 
mited funds on impro- 
ving spectator facilities 
and, as a bonus, the 
horrendous cost of 
advertising and em- 
ploying staff on match 
day is finally dispensed 
with. 

The only income 
sacrificed by them is 
the meagre gate-tak- 
ings which had been 
dramatically dwindling 
anyway, but their 
share of the money 
paid to the league by 
the ABC for exclusive 
television rights gener- 


RANK SCICLUNA takes a chee 


Will spectators be a thing of the past in Australian soccer when the 
21st century rolls along? 


ated more funds than 
gate-takings have ever 
given them, 

For their part, the 
ABC could not be hap- 
pier with the new 
arrangements. 

Its total ban on 
journalists from 
attending live matches 
has given it a huge cap- 
tive audience for the 
“Big Match’ program- 
me at 3 o'clock on Sun- 
day afternoons. 

Match results, even 
if obtained by some 
devious means, must 
not be published until 
the game is shown. 

Soccer scribes, 
however, are not at all 
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pleased with the new 
set-up as the only 
avenue available to 
them for carrying out 
their duties in analys- 
ing matches can only 
be done via the box. 

Actually, the idea 
for this enormously 
successful scheme 
originated way back in 
late 1989 with the in- 
troduction of summer 
soccer. 

Due to many factors 
beyond the league's 
control, but largely to 
accommodate televi- 
sion, clubs were forced 
to chop and change 
their match days and 
kick-off times so fre- 


quently that fans final- 
ly conceded defeat and 
opted for finding new 
pursuits. 

Their need for a 
weekend fix had to be 
satisfied with watching 
it on TV. 

The ABC was laugh- 
ing all the way to the 
bank as their soccer 
ratings steadily 
climbed. 

NSL clubs were star- 
ting to feel the pinch, 
however. 

Gate-takings were 
slowly being eroded 
while their players’ de- 
mands had to at least 
keep pace with the rate 
of inflation. 


Funds were getting 
tighter all the time and 
sponsorship income, 
despite television 
coverage, was getting 
tougher to obtain. 

When the so far un- 
named genius came up 
with his brainwave, the 
majority of clubs were 
more than eager to 
accept it. 

His idea was so sim- 
ple — get rid of fans 
attending matches and 
save all the costs in- 
volved, guarantee the 
ABC a lone avenue for 
all supporters to watch 
their team in action 
and hit the network for 
a huge financial in- 


crease in return for 
sole spectator rights. 

The ABC was in- 
itially a little hesitant 
to go along with such a 
hare-brained scheme 
but eventually began 
to see all the possibili: 
ties. 

After lengthy 
negotiations with the 
NSL, and the ABC in- 
sisting on midnight to 


dawn football as well 
as a blanket ban on 
match reporting and 
total secrecy of kick- 
off times and venues, 
the new ‘‘Made for 
Television” soccer sea- 
son was finally born in 
1999. 


At this early stage, 
with only one year’s 
experience of the new 
scheme for soccer be- 
hind us, all the signs 
point to it being a great 
success. 

FIFA is even re- 
ported to be consider- 
ing a similar plan for 
the 2006 World Cup in 
Beijing with all specta- 
tors totally banned 
from attending. 

They see this as a 
last-ditch effort to 
eliminate the problem 
of football hooligans, 

Australia can lay 
claim to many firsts in 
its short 200-year his- 
tory but this unique 
plan offered to the 
world of football can 
prove to be of enor- 
mous significance. 

An admittedly 
accidental botch-up in 
its domestic soccer sea- 
son of 1989/90 may 
have paved the way for 
Australia to show 
everyone else how 
sport can become a 
huge money-spinner 
with minimum effort in 
the 21st century, 

As for the fans, well, 
nobody ever bothered 
to ask their opinion. 


Get your World Cup 
tickets at CIT World 
Wide Travel Service 


BY JOHN ECONOMOS 


Italian coach Azeglio Vicini 


C.LT. World Wide Travel Service, the official operator out of Australia for 
the 1990 World Cup finals, has been rushed by enquiries since last week's 
World Cup draw in Rome. 

C.LT,’s assistant marketing director, Ms Elizabeth Andreotti, told ASW: 
“We have been hit by a wave of hysteria from soccer fans after the draw was 
released. 

“Fans finally know which teams will be playing who and where. 

“Qur switchboard has been jammed with calls from people wanting to 
know more about travel details to the World Cup in Italy. 

“They also have questions about the few packages we have left. 

“Soccer fans intending to go to the World Cup must not delay their 
bookings and arrangements any longer or they will miss out. 

“We have offices in every capital city across the nation. 

“Hotels in Italy have already undergone immense renovations as they get 
geared up for the World Cup. 

“The new rail link connecting Fiumicino Airport to Rome/Ostiense termi- 
nal is a very exciting project. - 

“Millions of tourists will arrive in Italy in 1990 and it is certain it is going to 
be a spectacular, unforgettable event which will long live in one's memory,” 
Ms Andreotti said. 


IN ITALY 


FOLLOW YOUR TEAM 


TO THE FIRST MATCH OF THE FIRST ROUND 
OF THE WORLD SOCCER CHAMPIONSHIPS 


NSW Government grants 


Olympic a home ground 


BY JOHN ECONOMOS 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC 
officially 
announced at a 
special Christmas 
function last Fri- 
day night that Pre- 
mier Nick Grein- 
er’s NSW Govern- 
ment had granted 
them a new home 
ground. 

The site is Campbell 
Athletic Field near 
Canterbury Race- 
course. 

The Liberal member 
for Earlwood, Mr Phil 
White, made the offi- pit White, the NSW State Liberal member 
cial announcement at for Earlwood, at the Sydney Olympic func- 


the function. tion last Frid 
Mr White told the workable solution was thank the NSW Gov- 
press: “This is an ideal found, ernment and Canter- 


site for the club and 

arrangements could be It will now be up to 

organised with the  S¥dney Olympic to get 

Sydney Turf Club for cracking and develope 

use of parking facilities the site by erecting a 

Vetilia eds cla grandstand and car- 
tai eSnstaacag Sy eg OM other mod- 

Deh Olpaipi hs applic eave ok 

tion for a site in the - The chairman of 

area, both Premier Qlympic’s ‘Grounds 


Nick Greiner and the Committee’ 
Minister for Local Shinas , anti but now that school 


Government and for that Olympic will be will be built at Picken 
Planning, Mr David Playing NSL matches Oval. 

Hay, sought the assist- there within three Picken Oval in 
ance of the Mayor of Years. Croydon Park, which 
Canterbury, Alderman Mr Shinas told the _ was privately owned, 
John Gorrie, and a __ press: “I would like to __ had to be purchased by 


bury Council for ack- 
nowledging the fact 
that Sydney Olympic is 
the only team in the 
Quit National Soccer 
League sharing ground 
facilties.”” 

The NSW Govern- 
ment had originally 
tagged the site for the 
erection of a school, 


the NSW Government 
for $4.25 million. 

Two months ago, 
Mr Greiner, at a spe- 
cial reception held at 
his offices to pay tri- 
bute to Sydney Olym- 
pic and Marconi, the 
two 1989 grand final- 
ists, hinted that his 
Government would 
help Olympic get their 
own home ground. 

At that time, scep- 
tics quickly discounted 
Mr Greiner's sugges- 
tion as being a vote- 
catcher which would 
soon be forgotten. 

But the Premier 
stuck to his promise 
which crystalised with 
last Friday's official 
announcement at Syd- 
ney Olympic’s Christ- 
mas Party at the Twin 
Lounge restaurant, 
with a capacity crowd 
of 400 Olympic 
supporters in attend- 
ance. 

Olympic president 
George Pashalis said: 
“We are most grateful 
to the Greiner Gov- 
ernment and the rest 
will be up to us, 

“We will develope 
Campbell Athletic 
Field into a first-class 
home ground for all of 
our supporters." 
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SYDNEY CROATIA 

are planning a tour of 

Europe at the end of 

the inaugural NSL 

summer season 
after the World Cup 
finals. 

The tour would take 
in three matches in 
Croatia — against Di- 
namo Zagreb, Hajduk 


Velez 


from its 
sister club in Melbou- 
rne to boost its 
strength. 

Despite the side’s 
disastrous start fo the 
season, club officials 
hope to emulate the 
feats of Marconi in 
Czechoslovakia. 

tok 
NEW ZEALANDER 
Chris Riley has parted 
company with Ade- 


fi 


laide City after only 
three weeks. He has 
moved into a new job 
in Sydney and would 
be a great acquisition 
for any NSL team. 
tok 
JEFF FAULKNER 


played his last match 
for Sunshine last 


From left to right: South ‘Melbourne's Mehmet Deaakavie Michailako- 

poulos , Joe Palatsides, Peter Tsolakis, Mike Petersen and coach 

Ferenc Puskas in the Hellas dressing room. Will they also be smiling 
after this weekend's clash with Marconi? 


weekend. His is quit- 
ting NSL football be- 
cause of the heavy 
travelling schedule. 
kk 
Former Socceroo skip- 
per and current ABC 
commentator John 
Kosmina has copped a 
blast from Australian 
and South Melbourne 
Hellas midfield star 
Paul Wade. 
Speaking in Mel- 
bourne’s SUN news- 
paper Wade lashed out 
at Kosmina following 


HED SRE) SED 4 -SD-OE 


comments made Si? ses ET aT the 
former Aussie captai 
on television suggesting 
South’s midfield was 
the laziest he had seen. 
“Pve never been cal- 
led lazy in my life and 1 
can’t believe those sort 
of comments being 
made,’? Wade was 
quoted as saying. 


“We might not be as 
fit as people in the past 
have come to expect 
South Melbourne to be 
but that comment is 
totally out of order. 
“Pm sure the boss 
(Ferenc Puskas) will 
have something to say 
about it at training but 
that sort of thing has 
got me fired right up.” 
kkk 
Melbourne Croatia has 
retained its interest in 
Adelaide Hellas keep- 


er David Miller but is, 


© ‘Wogs out of Work’ gang with Sydney Olympic’s Robbie Hooker 
David Barrett. 


7 
% 


MULTIPLEX” 
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-cow. Bosnich, 


Tefusing to ie on 

the $10,000 transfer 

fee asked by the South 4 

Australian club. ] 
tok 


Melbourne JUST star | 

Emie Tapai will not be 4 
ing to Melbourne 

» according to | 
coach Ivan 


t 
might move to Sun- 
shine George Cross | 
instead. 

tok i} 


Paul Lewis, one Ait 
Victoria's most consis- 
tent goalscorers for the ' 
past five seasons, 
answered his critics in | 
fine style recently. 

The Sunshine 
George Cross striker, | 
dropped for his side's 
game against Apia in 
round six, returned to 
the Georgie youth 
league team for its 
match-up with Mel- | 
bourne JUST. 

Lewis, who was said ] 
to be out of goalscor- 4 
ing touch, promptly 
netted four goals in a i] 
5-1 thrashing of JUST. 

tok 


Heidelberg will not | 
negotiate a second 
series of guest appear- 
ances by Greek in- 
ternational Kosta 
Kouis, 

Kouis made four 
appearances with the ) 
Bergers in the NSL in 
1989 and is keen to re- 
turn to Australia in 
1990. 


kkk 


oe 


aH 


..+ Chit Chat... Chit Chat... 
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Another successful | Marlass and Melinda display their loveliest summer gear giving cre- 4 


marketing ploy by our | dence to the NSL’s 1989/90 slog: 


NSL clubs? 


Membership to 
South Melbourne Hel- 
las this season costs 
$150 for just 13 home 
NSL games 


The added benefit, 
according to media re 
lations man George 
Christopoulos, 
reserved parking.”* 

A membership tick- 
et for any VFL (Aussie 
Rules) club costs just 
$58 for eleven home 
games plus a discount 
at the gate for any 
away games... 

tek 
Brunswick Juventus is 
keen to sign Melbourne 
JUST’s former 
Queenslander Luciano 
Fabrizio. 


“free 


kkk 


FRANK  AROK 
would like to have 
goalkeeper Mark Bos- 
nich, now with Man- 
chester United, for the 
two Socceroo matches 
against Torpedo Mos- 
18, is 


hopeful United mana- 
ger Alex Ferguson will 
release him 

wee 


ALEX Cichanowski 
has returned as the 
new chairman of the 
SA Soccer Feders 

He replaces 
Carapetis who failed to 
in re-election at the 
recent annual general 
meeting. 

Basil Scarsella is 
vice-chairman. 

whe 

SOCCEROO boss 
Frank Arok is con- 
sidering three players 
to take Andy Koczka’s 
place as Charlie Yank- 
os’ understudy in the 
two games against Tor- 
pedo Moscow next 


ear. 

Arok is looking at 
Robbie Hooker, Rob- 
bie Wheatley and 
Steve Jackson for the 
sweeper’s role. 

Koczka has pulled 
out of the squad, feel- 


again! 


ing he needs to be fit- 
ter for inclusion in the 
national team, 

wee 


TONY DORIGO made 
his full England ‘A’ 
team debut last week 
against Yugoslavia at 
Wembley. The Aussie- 
born defender has 
already represented 
England at ‘B’ level. 
eke 

THE deal between En- 
glish club Brighton and 
Sydney Olympic for 
Alistair Edwards may 
fall through. 

Brighton initially 
agreed to a transfer fee 
based on an incentive 
scheme but now the 
club claims the striker 
has a pelvic injury. 

Brighton still want 
him until June 1990 
but is not prepared to 
pay the Sydney club. 

Why, oh why, does 
Olympic always finds 
themselves in such pre- 
dicaments? 


jan — The heat is on! You can say idvaty 


t+—— — —- — — —- ~~ 


PRESTON defender 

Tan Roodhouse seems 

set to have a cartilage 

operation. His boots 

will be hard to fill. 
tee 


ALAN SCOTT is set 
to sign a new one-sea- 
son contract with 
Heidelberg after 
returning from a six- 
week stint with Greek 
First Division club 
Aris Salonika. 


The Bergers paid for 
Scott's trial and the 
player admitted he 
owed it to the club to 
stay and help in the 
push to regain NSL 
status within one 
‘season. 


Aris was interested 
in Scott but was unable 
to sign him because it 
already has it import 
quota. 


ok 


OFFICIAL 
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NSW SECOND DIVISION REVISITED 


North Shore seeks 
to expand in 1990 


AT the start of the 
4989 campaign play- 
ers, officials and 
supporters of newly 
established North 
Shore United F.C. 
had high hopes that 
the club would do 
enough to prove that 
they richly deserved 
to be re-instated in 
1st Division next 
year. 

It had come as a bitter 
blow when the long- 
standing Ku-ring-gai 
club had been denied 
another year in the top 
flight when it failed to 
meet the criteria of the 
Federation's strategic 
plan. 

Its playing perform- 
ance was only secon- 
dary, for it was the lack 
of an adequate ground 
that mostly went against 
it. 


Ad 


Craig Bass 


Formed in 1963, The 
Chasers, as they became 
known, were always 
competitive at the high- 
est level, but the spartan 
facilities of long time 
base Parklands Oval 
were always under fire 
from visiting clubs. 

The new committee, 
formed from the nuc- 
leus of the Ku-ring-gai 
and North Sydney- 
Artarmon clubs, re- 
solved to overcome that 
obstacle and relaunch 
Northside soccer in a 
big way. 

Every effort was 
made to find a new 
home and at the time of 
writing all is in readiness 
for a new campaign be- 
ginning at the well- 
appointed Chatswood 
Oval. 

This new central loca- 
tion should do much to 
attract a wider following 
and ensure that the club 
regains its well-earned 
status, 

In 1989 coach Allan 
Bourke had the dual 
task of motivating those 
players loyal enough to 
stay on and play 2nd Di- 
vision after many years 
in the Ist, and recruiting 
enough new players of 
skill to replace those 
others who had left. 

As it happened, the 
North Sydney club’ was 
able to provide a num- 
ber of useful men with 


BY PAUL GOODWIN 


2nd Division experience 
and the blend worked 
well, seeing the side fin- 
ish in second spot after a 
run of injuries had 
spoiled any hopes of 
taking out the premier- 
ship. 

Peter Norman had 
played as stopper with 
his old club, but slotted 
into midfield with great 
success and became a 
regular goalscorer. 
Tony Gratwick,known 
as a creative midfielder, 
was pressed into service 
at left-back following 
the injury to stalwart 
utility player David 
Bennett and did the job 
well. 

Others to do well in 
new colours included 
John Farrell, Graham 
Walton and the two 
goalkeepers, Simon 
Williams and Steve 
Hains. 

The team made a 
steady start with a 2-2 
draw against premiers 
Sydney Macedonia, but 
suffered a 1-2 defeat 
at the hands of neigh- 
bours Gladesville at 
Parklea soon after. 

With the weather 
already having a lot to 
say, the team recorded 
its first win over Mount 
Druitt when it stepped 
out at Parklands for the 
first time. 

Good wins at Manly 
and Bathurst, both 3-0, 
and an even better 4-1 
result at Campbelltown 
put things on the right 
track and from then on 
jit was a case of catching 
and passing the then 
leaders,Granville-Chile. 

There were setbacks 
such as the 0-3 loss at 
home to Dulwich Hill, 
with all three goals com: 
ing in the last eight 
minutes, but the team 
bounced back, stringing 
together some solid re- 
sults which soon saw 
them reach the lead, 
‘only to see Macedonia 
overtake them once 
they caught up with 
their own backlog of fix- 
tures. 

Towards the end, 
sensational 4-1 wins at 
home to Granville and 
away to Fairy Meadow 
really pleased suppor- 
ters and even the loss to 
Macedonia with a badly 
depleted team did not 
dampen spirits. 

The side had suffered 
badly with injuries and 
most considered it a 
tremendous achieve- 
ment to end as runners- 
up, with the last two 
games yielding good 
wins over Dulwich Hill 
at St George Stadium 
and Yugal in a last-ever 
match at Parklands. 

The prospect of once 
again playing in Ist Di- 
vision and attracting 
much greater support at 
the prestigious Chats- 
wood venue is some- 
thing that appeals 
strongly to everyone 
connected with the club. 

Well led by skipper 
Glenn Jeffery and back- 
ed up by such talented 


players as Craig Bass, 
Mark Nile and Neal 
Hunter, the attack en- 
joyed one of its most 
fruitful years on record. 

The defence had 
many problems in 
maintaining a regular 
formation after the in- 
juries to Tony Gough, 
Greg How and David 
Bennett, but once Lee 
Sutherland arrived to 
reclaim the sweeper's 
spot after a season or 
two at Warringah, 
things became more 
settled. 

Another dimension 
was added by the in- 
troduction of three 

Argentine players, 
Roberto Piparolla, Wal- 
ter Bobba and Claudio 
Colombo who were pri- 
marily entertainers, 
with individual skills 
which when harnessed 
will prove most benefi- 
cial to the side in the 
future. 

The club was anxious 
to promote its image as 
‘an integrated, but multi- 
cultural, club represen- 
ting the entire North 
Shore community which 
is itself based on a very 
range of nationali- 


ties. 

Players from all back- 
grounds have been in- 
cluded in the team from 
many years and similar- 
ly supporters have al- 
ways been drawn from a 
diverse number of coun- 
tries of birth. 

The club looks for- 
ward to extending its 
support to an ever grow- 
ing number of suppor- 
ters drawn from the 
ranks of the numerous 
ethnic groups living 
within its boundaries. 


Southern Districts captain Birol Sertbas accepts the runner-up Sydney 


Ethnic World Cup trophy on behalf of his Turkish team. 


Second Division foothall 


comes to Liverpool 


WITH the news 
that Southern Dis- 
tricts United have 
been drawn to 
play in the State 
League Division 2 
competition for 


congratulations 
must go to Mike 
Johnson and his 
young squad for 
their promotion to 
the higher ranks of 
State League — 


team to make the 
grade. 

Mike, who has just 
been signed for a 
further four-year con- 
tract, is well 
credentialled, holding 
a level 4 coaching 
certificate and also an 
English FA certificate. 

His coaching experi- 
ence in Australia in- 
cludes NSL team St 
George, Sth Mel- 
bourne, Adelaide Hel- 
las and Wollongong 
Macedonia. 

He has just returned 


$80,000 NSW 
sponsorship 


THE NSW Amateur 
Soccer Federation 
announced a re- 
cord $80 000 mini- 
mum sponsorship 
for 1990 to come 
from new insur- 
ance arrange- 
ments recently 
finalised with Tol- 
ley and Gardner as 
a new broker and 
Mercantile Mutual 
as the continuing 
major underwriter. 

This new figure 
almost doubles the 
sponsorship for 1989 of 
$42 000 and has been 
gained while not 
affecting the premiums 
which have once again 
been kept at the same 
rate as the previous 
two years in spite of 
ongoing inflation. 

As well as the 
above, the benefits 
from the policy are 
being examined 
carefully with a view to 


improving them by 
tailoring them to meet 
the needs of soccer and 
its types of injuries 
rather than for sport in 
general. 


This new figure will 
bring the total income 
raised by the NSW 
Amateur Soccer 
Federation Ltd 
through marketing and 
sponsorship to a mini- 
mum of $150 000 
1990, with more envis- 
aged. 

Mercantile Mutual 
plan to become heavily 
involved with Amateur 
Soccer in the state and 
will be offering a full 
range of personal and 
club insurances at spe- 
cial rates to suit 
soccer's vast numbers. 

General manager 
Cec Bucello will sup- 
ply further details 
upon request. 


Bee 


from a fact-finding 
tour to Europe. 

Hot on the tail of 
their narrow loss in the 
1989 final to 
Roseberry, beaten 
only on penalties, they 
reached the grand 
final of the Sydney 
Ethnic World Cup re- 
cently. 


in January. 


The State League 
team complements the 
co-operative agree- 
ment between 
S.D.S.F.A. and Mar- 
coni Soccer club, giv- 
ing the young players 
from the district a 
further avenue to 


JOHN GREGSON 


After a draw the two 
teams backed up for 
the replay which was 
won by Granville 
Chile. Both games re- 
corded large crowds of 
5,500 and 6,000 re- 
spectively. : 

Southern Districts 
United have been one 
of only eight teams in- 
vited to compete in the 
Australia Day Cup, 
organised by Johnny 
Warren and to be held 
at St George Stadium 


Newly promoted Southern Districts United 
(based at Liverpool) seeks coach for U/19 


RING MIKE JOHNSON 


@ 526 4161 (B) 524 5095 (H) 


progress along the 
road to representative 
honours. 

Players who have 
come through the 
juniors include 
goalkeeper Memat 
Sileci, Rodney Curry, 
David Truffit and 
Darren Read. 

Captain Birol Sert- 
bas came from Melita 
and former Australian 
youth international, 
John Gregson from 
Avala. 


SOUTHERN DISTRICTS UNITED 
COACH WANTED 


Second team coach NSW State League 


Division 2 


team. 


BEST, LAW 
FOR CAMP 


ON Sunday, Febru- 
ary 11, 1990 
Sportsforce In- 
ternational are 
proud to be stag- 
ing a Soccer Camp 
with the best soc- 
cer coaches ever to 
be seen together 
in Aust 

Two of the world’s 
all-time great players, 
George Pest and 
Dennis Law, will be 
visiting from England 
and passing on their 
unique skills and ex- 
periences, 

Joining George and 
Dennis will be Austra- 


lia’s all e leading 
player, ex-Socceroo 
skipper, John 
Kosmina. 


John played over 
100 times for Austra- 
lia, holds the record 
for number of goals in 
a National Soccer 
League season and_ 
now commentates for 
ABC Soccer and 
writes for The Austra- 
lian Newspaper. 


The fourth coach is 
world renowned 
Yugoslav Dusan ‘Dar- 
cy” Purac. 


Based in Sydney, 
““Darcy’’ has been 
accredited with having 
“more skill than Mara- 
dona” and has a soccer 
coaching video being 
sold world-wide. 


The one-day soccer 
camp will be held at 
the NSW Amateur 
Soccer Federation 
headquarters at 
Meurants Lane, 
Parklea. 


All campers will re- 
ceive an event certifi- 
cate, T-Shirt, lunch, 
the chance to win 
fantastic prizes and the 
once in a lifetime 
opportunity to be 
coached by four greats 
for just $55. 


A great Christmas 
present, the restricted 
number of places will 
be allocated on a first 
come first serve basis. 

Send a SAE to 
Sportsforce Internatio- 
nal for entry forms, 
PO Box 5065, West 
Chatswood, 2057. Tel: 
410 9819. 
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for the very top 


BY KEITH GILMOUR 


WHEN it comes to 
Australians playing 
in overseas football, 
the exploits of Craig 
Johnston, Eddie 
Krnceevic, Jim Pati- 
kas, Frank Farina and 
David Mitchell have 
been well chronicled. 

Little known however 
is the background of 
young Sydney goal- 
keeper Sean Lahiff, the 
only Australian to play 


professionally in 
Finland, 
Lahiff is back home in 


sydney, holidaying with 
his folks and receiving 
treatment for an injured 
shoulder. 

His club, Kuopion 
Koparit, paid his Fin- 
land-Australia return 
fare and he is due back 
on April 1. 

‘At 20 he has already 
shown such impressive 
form that there are 
other opportunities in 
the pipeline, 

Of his career in Fin- 
land to date he says: “I 
had my share of injuries 
last season, The club 
was very happy with my 
play, but it wasn’t up to 
what I want to do by my 
own standards.” 

Just what he can do 
might yet he seen in 
Australia. 

If Lahiff is fit by 
Christmas and St 
George has a vacancy, 
then he has permission 
to play. 

His move into pro- 
fessional football was 
triggered off when the 
Warringah Freshwater 
coach Alf Stamp told 
him: “You aren't good 
enough to play under 


Young Lahiff dis- 
agreed and so apparent- 
ly did Eddie Thomson, 
and she was immediately 
installed as Clint Gos- 
ling's understudy at 
Sydney City. 

But the club quickly 
folded, so Lahiff de- 
cided to back his judg- 
ment of his own ability 
and packed his bags for 
England. 

“Reading has great 
supporters, and marvel- 
lous training quarters at 
Bisham Abbey. 

“But there is no fu- 
ture in being the second 
choice goalkeeper,” he 
said. In addition he 
lacked a work permit. 

He received an offer 
to trial for Glasgow 


Rangers. 

There he stood No 3 
or No 4 and an offer 
came from a Finnish 
coach who had checked 
him over at Reading, 

“I reckoned I would 
be better off in Finland 
playing first team foot- 
ball, so off 1 went,” he 
said. 

“By this stage I had 
played Southern League 
football at White Hart 
Lane, Highbury, The 
Dell the Manor Ground 
and Selhurst Park. 

“But nothing I saw 
prepared me for the 
euphoria of Ibrox Park. 

“Nothing can com- 
pare with it.” 


Sean Lahiff in action for his Finnish club 
Koparit. 


So the best choice was 
Finland, and Lahiff was 
the foreigner struggling 
for a place in the Kopar- 
it team against the local 
keeper. 

“I wasn't getting a go 
but the club fans liked 
my play and virtually 
forced my selection,” 
Lahiff said. 

“My namie over there 
is ‘Ossie’ and wherever I 
have been I lead the 
pack in running at 
training. 

“It makes an impress- 
ion as it isn’t usual for a 
goalkeeper.” 

“A lot is expected of 
foreign players. 

“You are an impor- 
tant person, and repre- 
sent the game and the 
cclub. 

¢“Eyeryone knows what 
you do before you even 
do it. 


~ “The Finns are quiet 
people, but they do 


CONTINUED FROM 
PAGE 10 


Those that are not 
now represented must 
be brought in. 

Due allowance has to 
be made for the relative 
standards of economic 
circumstances from city 
to city. 

It is no use ignoring 
the realities and necessi- 
ties of the sport in that 
important area. 

In the past it has been 
disregarded, and today 
we see the inevitable 
results. 


Systems 
Any limitation of 
clubs in Sydney will 
bring some pain, but the 
alternative to well struc- 
tured clubs defies basic 


logic. 

Gradually the demise 
of promotion and re- 
legation has been 
accepted. 

There was no joy 
around when Australian 
Soccer Weekly first 
championed this situa- 
tion. 

But, like those who 
would not have a bar of 
the grand final series for 
logical or illogical 
reasons, the opposition 


appreciate good play 
and behiaviour. 

“Finland is a beauti- 
ful country of 4.5 
lion people but in size it 
is bigger than Britain. 


“Trying to sleep with 
the effect of the mid- 
night sun is an exercise 
in itself. 


U15/U19 Apia Leichhardt 


Sydney City 
Reading 


Kuopion Koparit 


“The only thing to do 
is mask your eyes.” 

Lahiff believes that 
going to Finland is the 
absolute best thing he 
could have done. 

“It puts my feet firm- 
ly on a lower rung of the 
ladder. 

“There are a few 


has died down. 

The simple fact is that 
in Australia the backing 
of major clubs will be 
limited if the prop- 
rietors do not have 
security of tenure. 

A lot of waffle is 
being talked about 
“abandoning promotion 
and relegation for five 
(or so) years.”” 

It seems that a lot of 
this is merely political 
talk designed to limit 
the fears of those clubs 
which are at the top of 
the state trees. 

However, reform 
must come. Whilst 
proposals must be deli- 
vered, they must also be 
forthright, honest and 
correct. 

Certain desirable 
objectives might need to 
be implemented in 
stages, but for the first 
time in its history Aus- 
tralian soccer must be 
sure of the path it is 
treading. 

There will, of course, 
be many lesser points to 
be addressed along the 


ry. 
Brisbane, for exam- 
ple, has its own summer 
weather peculiarities. 
Storms turn up at a 
moment's notice and 
nds are I. 
How often is Test and 
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future possibilities in 
the pipeline. 

“A Swedish club is 
very interested in me. 

“Once I would have 
thought only of Britain, 
but now my ultimate 
goal is either Portugal, 
Spain or Italy.” 

Strangely enough, 
Lahiff says he gets more 
goalkeeping training in 
Finland than in Britain. 

But a big plus from 
England was working 
with Steve Francis at 
Reading. 

“Steve is 24 and be- 
gan at Chelsea at 17. 

“He had some un- 
lucky transfer moves, 
but next year he will be 
with a First Division 
club. 

“Top judges believe 
that he could end up as 
the England keeper.” 

Lahiff gives tribute to 
Sydney goalkeeper 
coach Fred Wall, whom 


6YRS Allambie Heights Juniors 
U10/U14 Manly Warringah reps 


Warringah Freshwater 


Glasgow Rangers 


he classes as about the 
best he has ever come 
across. 

This trip home might 
be the last for several 
years. 

‘The next thing will be 
to apply his tremendous 
dedication and get. to 
the very top. 


Sheffield Shield cricket 
put at the mercy of the 
weather? 

Divisions 

There is no need at 
the moment to chronicle 
the various identifiable 
moves of the past 60 
years and more that 
have limited the cohe- 
sion of football in its 
biggest state by far, 
New South Wales. 

State and regional 
affairs have been mixed 
up, and a house has 
been left divided 
amongst itself. 

Dr Bradley has only to 
observe the systematic 
approach of both rugby 
codes — and expecially 
rugby league — to see a 
clear path through the 


maze. 

The demands of both 
professional football 
and the huge ranks of 
juniors and amateurs 
‘must be recognised for 
both their links and 
their essential differ- 
ences. 

No-one will have a 
mandate to destroy the 
huge junior reservoirs 
of the eastern states. 

What is needed is to 
bring the best of the 
ideas from NSW and 
Queensland into other 
States which have poor 
junior backing. 


BY LOU GAUTIER 


FOUR Australian-based players have 
been selected in the New Zealand squad 
for next month’s King’s Cup tournament 


in Bangkok. 

The Sydney Olym- 
pic pair of goalkeeper 
Clint Gosling and mid- 
fielder Robbie Iron- 
side, Marconi’s Fred 
de Jong and Victorian 
State Leaguer from 
Morwell Falcons, Billy 
Wright, were picked 
by All White coach Ian 
Marshall. 


feature in Marshall's 
first All Whites. 

Marshall, who took 
over from John Ads- 
head four months ago, 
takes his squad into 
camp on January 20 in 
Christchurch. 

He will soon be con- 
tacting Olympic and 
Marconi for the re- 


ww ime 


The King’s Cup 
starts on January 28, 
with the participation 
of the Soviet Olympic 
tea and South 
Korea, as well as Thai- 
land and the People’s 
Republic of China 
amongst the eight 
competing countries. 

Five new Kiwi caps 


Fred de Jong goes up for a header. He's also 
high on New Zealand's King’s Cup venture 
next month. 


lease of their New 
Zealand internatio- 
nals, 

All three Sydney 
National Leaguers are 
keen to compete in 
Thailand, but it re- 
mains to be seen 
whether they will be 
released. 

Frank Arok must be 


envying his Kiwi 
counterpart, 

While Torpedo 
Moscow will provide 
top-class opposition 
for the Socceroos early 
next year, an invitation 
to compete in Bang- 
kok would have been 
of far greater benefit at 
this stage. 


There’s nothing like 
the hectic pace of a 
tournament on foreign 
soil to mould a team 
together, so New Zea- 
land has stolen a 
march on Australia, 

This is the New Zea- 
Jand squad for the 
King’s Cup: 

Clint Gosling, Don 
Finlayson, Malcolm 
Dunford, Tony Ferris, 
Brian Hayes, Michael 
Ridenton, Richard 
Romijn, Kim Wright, 
Colin Hume, Danny 
Halligan, Robert Iron- 
side, Chris Jackson, 
David Kirk, Michael 
McGarry, Noel Bark- 
ley, Allan Carville, 
Fred de Jong, Billy 
Wright. 

Gone from the 
World Cup squad are 
Ceri Evans and Tom- 
my Mason (playing in 
England), captain 

Ricki Herbert, un- 
available, and Garry 
Lund (injured). 

The new caps are 
Hayes, Romijn, Jack- 
son, Kirk and Hume. 


Friendlies 


England v Yugoslavia 
2-1, Spain vy Switzerland 
21. 


Blacktown, marketing, — 
_ Severe promotion ties 


BLACKTOWN CITY Soccer Club and League Marketing Services have 


severed their ties. 

A meeting between 
Blacktown general 
manager Peter 
Thorne, club president 
Greg Gingell and Ter- 
ry Seacy, general man- 
ager of League 
Marketing Services 
agreed mutually to dis- 
continue the market- 
ing and promotion of 

the Blacktown City 
club by LMS. 

League Marketing 
Services’ Terry Seacy 
issued the following 
statement: 

“This is a sad reflec- 
tion on NSL football. 

“Both Blacktown 
and our company 
worked very hard dur- 
ing the last three 
months to promote the 
code, 


“T do not think that 
any other NSL club 
worked as hard as we 
did with Blacktown. 

“Due to the econo- 
mic conditions prevail- 
ing at this time it has 
been impossibe to 


obtain sponsorship. 

“No less than 13 
smajor companies were 
approached. 

“Despite the inten- 
sive promotion cam- 
paign that we used, it 
appears the public and 
corporate sector are 
not responding to 
summer soccer, 

“I believe the NSL 
itself should have 
promoted the sport to 
support the summer 
season. 

“It should have 
been a joint effort. 


“IT see no future in 
Blacktown spending 
any more money on 
marketing the game 
for this season. 

“The sponsorship I 
obtained fron 2WS 
Radio Station will 
guarantee promotion 
for the rest of the 
season. 


“As for the remain- 
der of this summer 
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season, I suggest the 
NSL put together a 
promotion package to 
support the code, 
otherwise the long hot 
summer will quickly 
be a return to a long, 
cold winter.”. 


It is a crying shame 
that Blacktown’s com- 
mendable efforts to 
promote their club en- 
ded in failure after less 
than three months. 


Perhaps, they could 
have continued despite 
the obvious strain on 
their finances. 


Sydney's wet weath- 
er played havoc with 
promoted 
first two home games 
against Marconi 
and Adelaide Hellas. 

But at least the club 
has the satisfaction ‘of 
knowing it tried to 
achieve something, un- 
like several others of 
their NSL colleagues. 


— LOU GAUTIER 


The Soccer Scene 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA 


PROMOTING A STATE OF HEALTH 


Union call 


Adelaide Hellas coach Peter Jaksa has made a call 
for players to form a union. 

He feels they deserve a better say in the running 
of the game. 

“The players need to get together to form a 
union that will give them a yoice to be heard,” 
said Jaksa. 


“Who made the decision about playing in the 
heat and humidity of summer? It was not the 
players who have to play, it was people who sit in 
the cool at the bars. Somebody could collapse in 
the conditions this summer. 


“It would be better if players got themselves 
together to help have a say in what goes on.” 


Import defender Martin Doak, meanwhile, 
looks sure to join Morwell Falcons, enabling Hel- 
las to rush through the clearance of Kiwi striker 
Billy Wright from the Victorian club. 


And an official request has been approved by 
the Australian Soccer Federation to have Greek 
international Kosta Kouis here as a guest. 
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ADELAIDE WHISPE 


A TOTAL of 270 boys 
and girls took part in 
this year’s Vacation 
Soccer Schools in SA. 
They came from 114 
suburbs and towns in 
SA, plus visitors from 
Broken Hill 
VSS president Denis 
McCauley said all ses- 
sions this year were 
fully booked with a 
waiting list for each. 
During the year, 396 
skill awards were pre- 
sented to participants. 
They included 18 gold 
awards. Two boys 
achieved the elusive ture at Hindmarsh 
Advanced Award against Adelaide City 
level. The minor round ends 
The introduction of on April 22 with the 
goalkeeper — skill 
awards was a welcome duo. 
boost to the program. ake 
The first sr iool for 
1990 will be t Scotch ADELAIDE fans may 
College fr’ . January Ste, @ very different 
2-26. Paul Blute next season. 
The big Irishm 
has been ‘burning’ 
Croatia’s pre-season 


five of our first seven 
games away from 
home and the ones at @ 
Hindmarsh have been ¢ 
against top sides@ 
Olympic and Mar- ¢ 
coni,” he said. 

“There is nothing 
we can do about it, but 
the program has been 
a killer.” 

Hellas will get a 
‘dream’ run, though. ¥ 
from rounds 14208 
when it plays five 
matches at Hind- 
marsh. Preceding that 
will be a round 13 fix- 
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INTERSTATE fans 
will see a new Charley 


Villa) action for have taken to his new 
Adelaide City this left-back role like a 
season. duck to water. 


The slim-line Villani 
has made it back into 
the City side after 
going on a crash fitness 


Blue, not always the 
1 is re- 


routine under new 
coach Donald Camp- 
bell and could well end 
up club captain this 


ani was over- 
weight and far from fit 
after a close season 
knee operation. 


But coach Zoran “50”. 

Matic put him on a HC led the side in a 

crash course for fitness against Polonia. 

and the resultant new- Young Croatia 

look midfielder is de- goalkeeper Ante Lon- 

termined to be trim car, meanwhile, 

and terrific in 1990. showed devotion above 
tk and beyond the call of 

duty last week. 


ADELAIDE Hellas 
coach Peter Jaksa be- 
lieves Hellas has been 
the victim of ‘cruel’ fix- 
ture programming. 
“We have played 


The young custodian 
was married on Tues- 
day — but turned up 
that night for training. 

TT 


Joe Mullen (second from the right) scoring for Adelaide City against 


Melita Eagles at Hindmarsh Stadium — JANUSZ KAMMA photo. 
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REAPPOINTED Bir- 
kalla Eagles coach Neil 
McGachey is expected 
to sit down with club 
chiefs to plan the club’s 
recruiting strategy for 
next season. 

Shrewd buying of 
specialist, quality re- 
cruits allied to the 
promotion of a bevy of 
talented young players 
looks to be the aim of 
the Eagles. 

McGachey will miss 
six weeks of the next 
Foundation SA State 
League season as he 
will trayel to Europe on 
@ study tour including 
the World Cup finals in 
Italy. 

Birkalla will appoint 
a caretaker coach to 
look after affairs in his 
absence. 

‘The club already has 
begun a revamp of its 
twin pitches at 
Camden, 

Giant defender Les 
Matiscsak, meanwhile, 
won the club's Best and 
Fairest Player awai 
Eddie Briscoe was the 
Players’ Player of the 
Year and Charlie 
Lamont took out the 
members’ Joan Cros- 
sley Memorial Trophy. 


next meeting of the Se geeeeeecoes: 
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FORMER Central 
District Apac player 
Kevin Mitchell has 
been voted Port Pirie 
Virtus’ Best and 
Fairest Player of the 
Year. 

He pipped Apac 
coach Brian Boyd for 
the award. 

Both could play next 
year with Apac. 


Jack DeGiglio won 
the reserves award 
from Steven Pisani. 
Virtus’ B grade side 
won the Northern 
Areas League and 
Cup. 

Shake’ 
SALISBURY officials 
will be keeping their 
eyes peeled from next 
week in their seven-a- 
side tournament, 

A striker from Tas- 
mania, who has been 
recommended to them, 
will be in action. 

He has moved to SA 
in a job transfer in the 
casino business. 


: Ad City pep talk 


ADELAIDE City called a team meeting on 
Wednesday before training to get back to its old 
routine after the 1-1 ‘slip-up’ against St George. 


“For the past two weeks we have analysed our 


0 we have 
decided to go back to Wednesday nights to give 
more time for the boys to prepare for the 
weekend game. They were not properly mentally 
prepared for Sunday.” 


Matic particularly is puzzled by the incon- 
sistency of some players. “We had some who 
were outstanding two weeks ago and did not 
perform at all last week,” he said. “That all 
comes down to mental preparation. Their form 
should not vary so much. Perhaps we have to say 
you are out and sit on the bench for a few weeks 
to get their mind on the job,” 


Defender Alex Tobin, though, has been a shin- 
ingly consistent star. 


“Touch wood, he has not put a foot wrong,” 
said Matic. “At the moment he would have to be 
among the strongest left-backs in contention for a 
national team spot.” 


Matic, too, knows with his largest City squad 
for several seasons he cannot keep everyone 
happy all the time. 

“It is difficult,” he said, “but f will not be 


playing politics. I shall put the people in whom I 
feel can do the right job at the right time for us." 


ake 


SALISBURY has been 
boosted with midfiel- 
der Sean Greaves re- 
signing for next season. 
But equally impor 
tant is the good train. 
ing form of a crop of 
exciting youngsters. 


‘TOOUERNENAAUUOUEESEGAAUUEUU TEE UEMURA 


Dwyane Dobson, 
Paul Simmons and 
Sean Clark are just 
three who are catching 
the eye at Steve Jarvis 
Park as coach Er! 
Norman builds up his 
start to the new job. 


POCooccceccecooseosoocoolseooooocooCesoeee: 


See? 
ARGENTIVAS 
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Monaro Juniors 
still expanding 


BY GRAHAM COOKE 


THE Monaro Junior 
Soccer Club is seek- 
ing sponsors for the 
1990 season. 

Supporters are being 
invited to assist both the 
Queanbeyan area junior 
players, and their busi- 
ness by becoming a Mo- 
naro junior team 
sponsor. 

All individual Mo- 
naro junior teams are 
available for sponsor- 
ship (minus goalkeepers) 
and a separate package 
is available to sponsor 
all Monaro junior 
goalkeepers. 

Each package is avail- 
able at a cost of $250 per 
team (or goalkeepers) 


This has entailed put- 
ting in place better 
financial controls and 
publicity machinery 
which provide sponsors, 
supporters and players 
with a higher return on 
investment than has 
perhaps been offered or 
returned in the past. 

A number of teams 
and the goalkeepers 
have already been 
purchased by eager 
sponsors for the 1990 
season. 

Sponsorship arrange- 
ments have been also 
entered into with Mac- 
Donald’s Restaurant, 
Queanbeyan, Specialty 
and includes provision Clothing, Queanbeyan, 
of uniforms to the play- Crown Press Fyshwick 
ers, complete with spon- and the Victorian 
sors’ names. Junior Health Promotion 
players will be pre- Foundation (QUIT). 
sented with the club Further information 
strip free of charge can be obtained from 

The current commit- Wayne Graham on 062/ 
tee has placed the club 756584 during business 
on a professional  kours or PO Box 180 
footing Bungendore. 


FIFA Follies 


based “president”, 


CONTINUED FROM 


Charlie Dempsey, 
these days. 
PAGE 1 Instead of benefit- 


ting from Oveania 
membership, Australia 
has been getting a raw 
deal for years. 

The fact that we will 
have to qualify for four 
competitions under 
process for the youth four different methods 
and Olympic teams, me ibd proof of 
feports that the a ; 
Oceania, Conadina: FIFA’ president 
tion will cease to existy 3040 Havelange, to 
as a confederation and " date, has done Austra- 
Oceania will become a Tian soccer no favours, 

soto « ignoring us for the 
seceapticst eee: Noten aicatband 

And not a moment 


Asian countries. 
too soon, may we add. 


y Australia may be 
This outdated body, very small fry in the 
which long ago out- 


overall international 
lived its usefulness, 


soccer picture, but we 
appears to be nothing don’t deserve such 
more than a plaything treatment and should 
for its New Zealand- 


certainly not take ite 


Australia’s FIFA ex- 
ecutive member, Sir 
Arthur George, who 
attended the meeting 
in Rome which came 
up with the qualifying 


The South 


American 
Express 


From the 12th of December, Aerolineas 
Argentinas will fly twice a week, Wednesdays 
and Friday to Buenos Aires, with immediate 
connections to most capital cities in South 
America. 


Aerolineas Argentinas is the most convenient 
way to fly to South America. 


ome 


AEROLINEAS ARGENTINAS 


Buenos Aires — it's on your way! 


* PHONE 233 8433 
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Coaching in the USA tam 


Fragmentation 
BY FORMER TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR MAYBE I'm blind. | can‘ 
PART FIVE PLAYER VIC IRELAND, CURRENTLY sii 
(ASW Dec 6). 
IN the light of the “Unification of the 
Scottish “Drill small-sided games. code” must mean, | 


Woe betide any kids | SUPpose, a proper and 
or coaches with their deep interest in junior 
shirts not tucked in, or | and amateur soccer by 
kids with their socks Quit NSL and Federa- 
down. tion clubs as well as a 

(Coaches were ex- determination by 
cused the socks up rule). | Amateur District club 

His eye would take in Officials (and hence 
anything down to the Players and parents in 


School’ claims of 
coaching superiority 
vis-a-vis Vogelsin- 
ger’s philosophy, it is 
worth considering 
the observation of 
David Lacey repor- 
ting the recent Glas- 


jow Rangers/Bayern smallest detail. those clubs) to see that 
Munich pi foecthe “Coach, get some QNSL and Federation 
cones on the corners.” clubs are well sup- 


English Guardian 
newspaper. 

Although it is true 
that just one game does 
not necessarily reflect a 
team’s competency or 
even its style of play, 
Lacey said that Ran- 
gers, who lost this Euro- 
pean Cup game 3-1 at 
home, had many more 
chances than Bayern, 
but either miscued them 
or were inaccurate. 

According to Lacey's 
report the most marked 
difference was 
“Bayern’s ability to 
make their passes tell”; 
and the “superiority of 
their finishing under- 
lined the fact that they 


“Coach, the net ported. This is a pipe 
needs to be tied down”; dream anywhere on 
or ‘What's this drill earth and especially in 
about"? Australia 

Invariably he has Togetherness will not 
something to say. be brought about by 

His non-conformist, Of ganisational 
sometimes eccentric off changes. 
the wall approach to the Incorporation of 
game is both challen-  cjubs is desirable in 
ging and refreshing. order to free volunteer 

It isa mistake to even office-bearers from the 
try to define or catego- risk of personal loss 
rise him, to do so is to from litigation. 


miss the point. 
en eer ae tive Its other effects vary, 
striving experimental and include difficult 
i. problems like ‘who are 


and courageous. . 
. the members’ and mak- 
At 54 he is still energy ing district committees 


- Personified: and posses- jess answerable to 
‘Action from the US’ World Cup qualifying SiB.4 voice that 8% cubs, ‘both operational 
were at least in-a class “/M against Trinidad and Tobago in Port of tare of Becthover’s stk Yad financially, This 
above Rangers”. Spain. Symphony means you © what Wes wants? 

Graham Souness, he Joves passionately, as ence champions three just have to listen. The cost to parents of 
the Rangers manager 4 vehicle for youth to times. At the end of the soccer can be vastly re- 
has spent more than $20 jearn certain positive arlier, as a college Santa Barbara camp, duced by abolishing 
million assembling his behaviour that will help coach, he took Yale the staff (with minor every age group from 
ya All-Star squad; them in general in their University to the changes) moved on via under 10s down. 
that Eiiropentl nota Senay ie, NCAA play-offs, a Chicago and Milwaukee jt wil)_also make dis- 

prominence they had © reassemble at the trict administration less 


wality that cannot be As a soccer team 2 i is- 
eameatincalt! coach, he has to his ever before, nor since, Bal susity of Wis- dependent on harness- 
This report taken credit won two NASL achieved. Whitewater campus, ("9 workaholics and 
together with Scotland’s titles from the Boston An abiding memory is for two weeks; Saffield  ™@Y (ead to commiltees 
3-1 loss away to Yugos- Minutemen and two ti- of Hubert in his electric | Academy, Connecticut Mien appre i - ibs 
\avia in the World Cup tles for San Diego golf buggy whisking for three weeks: Law- jaa" S°8ne 0 
qualifier earlier the — Sockers. noiselessly across the renceville N.J. one rots 
same week for much the His teams reached the many fields to appear week, and Brooks and parents, enthu- 
same reason, i.e. poor play-offs every year, suddenly alongside 2 School, N. Andover, — Siasm might survive 10 
ares a hate appearing in three semi- FOREN $ session or Massachusetts for a participation in the age 
thought y Fe : finals and were confer- perhaps some evening week. groups. rom innletalda 
je Scottish squad, 

incidentally, included Players could attend 
avec: | Defence Academy | 3": 
ad been coaching at ' 
the Vogeleinger without expensive old 
Academy in Santa BY GRAHAM COOKE Dad tagging along. 
Barbara. A set of rules to 


I wonder if he was THE Australian Defence Force Academy will six players missing from © Mbrace NSL and kids’ 
thinking of Hubert’s take the ace it won in the ACT First Division last season's promotion 2M sounds like the 
ideas as he pondered —_ with the aim of establishing itself in the top team but I have already —_Neight of madness. 


the Scottish perform- flight in the 1990 season. identified players from Control of District 
ance in Zagreb. The academy pulled it- forming a tradition for, the reserves who could fit Associations by the 

Could he see in his self ahead of ANU on the the club.” in straight away — and | NSW Federation will 
mind’s eye, Hubert in last weekend of the The Defence Force then there will the new produce nothing but in- 
his always immaculate league season after a hece- © Academy — “we prefer faces.” Sanity at all levels, Have 
turn out, crisp laun- tic Second Division race that term rather than He admits the academy | _ misunderstood you, 
dered uniform (as soc- Which also involved Con- © ADFA because it con- tends to be a slow starter. — Wes? 
cer strips are called in dors and Downer Olym- fuses us with the Austra- “Even last year it took us Is the Government 
the States) pristine boots Pic: Initially, there was lian Dairy Farmers’ 4 couple of games to hit really searching (or only 
perfectly fitted and doubt over whether it Association” — will bring top form. People think of — hoping) for the export 
faced, blond hair neatly Wished to accept promo- with it facilities unmatch- US as being fit. which we doliar? How are ineffi- 
trimmed, bellowing pas. 0% because of disrup- ed in the First Division. are, but that is not the Cient Government 
sionately for greater ions 10 aie tone eae It has its own gymna- same as match-fit- i bodies run? By volun- 
Sort. te think: focus, Y,the annual turnover of sium, swimming pool and Colbert's interest in Popes Tun” By youn 
to programme the com- ae indoor, training area. while pee Sean confused. 

prog) But the doubts were next year an attractive when he was five. He rep- What | think we need 


Vid he changing and shower resented the air force at 
block will replace the various times during the — |S: 
i 1970s and has coached 1) Media assistance 
81, taking over without great expense 
"i — another pipe 


Or the young players, {aid to rest by 

nna paaye academy's sup 
each supplied with a officer for soccer, Dave temporary 
new claret and blue or —Mickean, Addison Road Ovai adja- 
yellow and green uni- cent to the main academy 


‘We have followed the 


form striving harder to : - complex. Gre 
get the instep touch just ee ead - yor ime The only problem 2) High school boys 
right Soran oe Miah crac with, lease D ID you playing, not five, six or 
As an educator “But we have no inten- rules which require an en- Seven-year-olds, 

(Hubert holds a Masters tion of going down. Our closed oval for all First 3) Stronger senior club 
degree from Harvard), target for next season isa Division teams, but 9 administrations, able to 
he believes strongly in mid-table place and we McKean points out the W carry help and informa- 
teaching that provides will go from there. field is probably more se- = tion to the clubs of the 
the student with the “We see this as an out- cure than that permitted a | districts, 

knowledge to become standing opportunity to for league champion THAT — Poland's | 4) More money for the 
independent and to take —_Taise the profile of soccer CCAE. “We are willing Grzegory Lato was | Socceroos, for 


1 ibility. at the academy as we will to look at any requests | the leading scorer | COaching within dis- 
Sapa bid rec crae be be the only sport playing the ACTSF foe make | of the sa World | ticts (I don't mean only 
le is a great motiva- in the First Division of its he at rep level) and 
tor whose behavior Cup? 5) Such good gates that 
serves as exemplary — Rugby union and hockey e Lato scored seven J the ‘sponsor’ isn't auto- 
model, never asking have been there and been with a much-changed J goals, including the | matically the Federation 
others to do anything he down again. We aim to line-up as cadets move | one which gave Poland club president (money 
won't do or try himself. “Next season will be all om, it is something he is 144.9 win over Brazil {{ sure does talk!) 
He sees soccer, which about building pride and used to. “There will be Joo wing place in the W.M. de Ste Croix 
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PLAYER 
PROFILE 


NAME: George Johnson 
BIRTHDATE: 16-8-66 
COUNTRY: Chile 
HEIGHT: 166cm 


ED: Single 
PREVIOUS CLUBS: Uruguay Auburn, 

Trasandinos, Granville Chile. 
FAVOURITE LOCAL PLAYER: Oscar Crino 
FAVOURITE OVERSEAS PLAYER: Maradona 
FAVOURITE OTHER SPORT: Tennis 
FAVOURITE FOOD: Mum's cooking 
FAVOURITE DRINI monade 
FAVOURITE ACTOR: Eddie Murphy 
FAVOURITE ACTRESS: Demi More 
FAVOURITE MOVIE; 48 Hours 
FAVOURITE TV SHOW: Family Ties 
FAVOURITE MUSIC: South American music 
FAVOURITE GROUP OR SINGER: Michael 


Jackson 
MOST MEMORABLE MATCH: When we won, 
« promotion with Granville. 
GREATEST THRILL: When | had to mark Zlatko 
Nastevski in the Ethnic World Cup 1988. 
BIGGEST DISAPPOINTMENT: Having to leave my 
country 
WORST INJURY: Nil 
BIGGEST INFLUENCE IN YOUR CAREER: My 
father 
BEST FRIEND: My father 
LIKES: Having good friend around you 
DISLIKES: Wars and crimes 
AMBITIONS: To become a professional soccer 


player 
PERSON YOU'D LIKE TO MEET MOST: Carlos 
Caszely 
— MARIO ETCHART 


CHILEAN-BORN defender George John- 
son has left for Greece where he has 
been invited for trials with First Division 
club Ethnikos and Second Division 
Korinthos. 


Johnson, 23, a very skiifi and talented foot- 
baller, came to Australia in 1982. 

Since then he played in 1985 for ex-NSW State 
League First Division club Auburn Uruguay and 
Trasandinos. 


In 1987 Johnson won the State League Third 
Division championship with Granville Chile, and 
in the last two years he took a low profile, playing 
for Trasandinos. 


With the Chilean team Johnson also won the 
Sydney Ethnic Soccer World Cup three times, in 
1984-85 as well as the recently concluded 1989 
competition. 

Johnson believes that this is the opportunity of 
hhis life and he is looking forward to the chal- 
lenge. 


— MARIO ETCHART 


NATIONAL YOUTH LEAGUE NORTH 


Apia clings to lead | 


ST GEORGE v 
APIA 


ST GEORGE and 
Apia Leichhardt 
shared the spoils in a 
game of see-sawing 
fortunes. 

‘Apia opened the scor- 
ing through Martinich 
when he capitalised on a 
complete mix-up in the 
St George penalty area 
in the 17th minute. 

A St George corner 
proved most profitable 
just two minutes later 
when Freestone equal- 
ised for the home side. 

The game remained 
even as both teams 
created plenty of scor- 
ing opportunities but 
just could not find the 
back of the net. 

The match eventually 
turned Apia’s way when 
St George goalkeeper 
Saia brought down Paric 
in the box to earn him- 
self a yellow card and 
Apia a penalty, which 
Franze put away in the 
S4th minute. 

The win looked 
assured for the boys 
from Apia Leichhardt 
up until the 89th minute 
when Haragli scored an 
absolute beauty from 30 
metres to draw level for 
St George and gain a 
valuable competition 
point to stay in touch 
with Apia at the top. 


At the other end of. 
the table, cellar dwellers 
Melita and Marconi 
met, with Marconi field- 
ing their new Jugoslav 
import, Senad Glavo- 
vic, who helped himself 
to two goals and a possi- 
ble first team call-up. 


Marconi completely 
dominated play with last 
season's Northern Divi- 
sion Youth Player of the 
Year, Paul Okon, hav- 
ing an outstanding 
game, controlling the 
midfield and instigating 
most of Marconi's 
attacks, 


The Fairfielders went 
into the lead when they 
were awarded a some- 
what dubious penalty in 
the 18th minute when 
Melita fullback Mate 
Novokmet was ad- 
judged to have pushed 
Glavovic in the area 
with Okon despatching 


here is the chance to 
© your district 
f known in the 


Address material to] 
JASW, PO Box 406, 
Broadway 2007. 


BY ANDY CURTIS 


the spot-kick. 

The second half saw 
Glavovic come into the 
game and his efforts 
were finally rewarded in 
the 59th minute when 
Gabriel Mendez sent a 
looped pass over the 
Melita defence for Gla- 
vovic to volley under- 
neath the advancing 
Tony Marco in the 
Melita goal, 

Glavovic got his 
second five minutes 
later thanks to an inci- 
sive throughball from 
Okon which he powered 
into the Melita goal 
from the edge of the 
penalty box. 

He was indeed un- 
lucky not to get his hat- 
trick in an incredible 
five-minute period 
which saw him denied 
by Marco in the 80th 
and 83rd minutes, his 
shots being cleared off 
the line. 

MELITA EAGLES: T. Mar- 
coni, P. Souris, M. Novokmet, 


L. Hall, M. Curmi, A. Farrugia, 
L. Pintos, A. Avavena, T. 
A. 


SYD CROATIA v 


MPIC 1-3 


Sydney Olympic were 
always in charge of the 
proceedings at the 
Croatian Sports Centre. 

‘Their first goal came 
in the 15th minute when 
Paul Danson side- 
footed in after meeting 
a splendid John Koch 


cross. 

Olympic’s lead was 
extended through a well 
taken goal by Jason 
Bennett in the 35th mi- 
nute when he latched 
onto a delightful 
throughball from Steven 
Badrov to coolly round 
Croatia goalkeeper Kra- 
jnovic to slot the ball 
home. 

Sydney Croatia were 
given a glimmer of hope 
in the second half when 
they were awarded a 
penalty in the 68th mi- 
nute after Koch clumsily 
bundled over Mario 
Kardum in the box 
which Kardum himself 
coverted. 

However, any chance 
that Croatia had of 
possibly snatching a 
point was dispelled 
when Pablo Cardozo 
sealed the win for 
Olympic in the 82nd mi- 
nute when his shot from 
outside the area took a 
deflection off a Croatian 
defender to send the 
ball flying high into the 
top corner of the goal. 

SYDNEY CROATIA: Kra- 


Sharp, Maric, Moric, 
Kardum. 

SYDNEY OLYMPIC: 
Meier, L. Triantifilou, 


poulos, J. 
Bennett, P. Cardozo. : 
AlSv 
BLACKTOWN 1 
The AIS continued 
their ominous rise up 
the ladder with their vic- 


tory over Blacktown in 
Canberra. 


The Institute’s goal 
came in the 26th minute 
after some good lead-up 
work by Lorenzo 
Kindtner, who picked 
up a half cleared cross 
on the edge of the 
penalty box, beat a de- 
fender and after running 
to the by-line squared a 
pass across the face of 
goal for Eldrige to side- 
foot in. 

AIS’ dominance was 
clearly demonstrated by 
the fact their goalkeeper 
Frank Talia was not cal- 
led upon to make a sing- 
le save all . 

The AIS had an 
amazing goal disallowed 
— as the ball was in the 
air heading towards 
goal, the referee hap- 
pened to blow for half- 
time. 


PWOLFAPS 
APIA 4310517 
NS 430110 96 
SyiOlympic 45302 7 46 
Siceoge, 3210 5 25 
WongClty 4211 4 35 
51135 63 
5103 453 
3112 2 52 
sors4us 
Leading 
Goalscorers 


Sorras AIS 4, Trajanovski AIS 
4, Gonzales Sydney Croatia 2, 
George 2, Martinich 


INTER Monaro 
captain Baz Giam~ 
paolo will almost 
certainly see out 
his career with the 
club. 

Speaking shortly 
after a dinner to hon- 
our his achievement in 
winning consecutive 
NSW State League 
best and fairest me- 
dals, the brilliant play- 
maker played down 
persistent rumours he 
might join Monaro's 
ACT rival, Canberra 
Croatia. 

It was an emotional 
night for Giampaolo 
— one that clearly de- 
monstrated his attach- 
ment to the club where 
he began his career. 


“I really haven't 
given much thought 
to a move,” he said. 
“Obviously I have 
been thinking of past 
successes tonight. 

“While you can't 
live in the past, I am 
not 20 any more and I 
do not think I would 
be prepared to go 
through transfer 
wrangles simply to go 
to another team. 


“The current Croa- 


tian management good team you might 
ST SE 


BY GRAHAM COOKE 


still new to the NSW 
State League set-up 
and they have had 
their teething troubles. 

“['m quite sure they 
will achieve success 
eventually, but 
whether it is in one 
year or five years is 
hard to say. They still 
have a lot of work to 
do. 

“Unless there was a 
really sensational offer 
— and I can't see that 
happening in this day 
and age — I'll be 
staying at Monaro.” 

And the man who 
has played in the 
National Soccer 
League for Monaro, 
Canberra City and 
Apia Leichhardt is 
non-committal over 
whether he would like 
to add to his appear- 
ances in the big league. 

“T've often wondered 
what it’s like nowa- 
days. People like Greg 
Brown (Melita Eagles) 
tell you there's not a 
great deal of difference 
apart from the fact you 
get kicked harder. 

“I'm sure I could 
play there given the 
right training but on 
the other hand if you 
aren't there with a 


just as well not be 
there at all.”” 

“Canberra City at 
‘one stage looked like 
‘going places. 

“We were develop- 
ing a young team 
which needed ti 


was not prepared to i 
give us that time and 
there were wholesale 
changes after three 
month. \ 

“They never learn. 
You look at Liverpool 
or Juventus and you 
see clubs which build 
steadily and quietly. 
Their track record 
speaks for itself.” 

But Giampaolo does 
not limit his criticisms 
to one club. 

“The administration | 
of Australian soccer is 
in tatters. 

“They don’t have a 
long term plan . . . and 
they don’t have a 
short-term one either. 

“‘Why don’t they 
send people overseas | 
to see how things are 
done, then produce a 
plan and stick to it, not 
for one season but for 
at least five? 

“If it still doesn’t 
work, we can go back 
to the old regional f 


league.” 
— 


sats 58 
Goalie Marijo Tarle, of 


from Michael Spasevski of 
and Poal Jurcic (5) of Melbourne 


City in the National Youth League (Southern Division) match at Somers 


‘Street on December 10, 1989 — Photo JOHN CAHILL. 
NATIONAL YOUTH LEAGUE SOUTH 


Hellas, Croatia impressive ~ 


SOUTH Melbourne 
Hellas White ex- 
tended its lead in the 
National Youth 
League (Southern Di- 
vision) to three points 
with a comfortable 
4-1 victory over Caul- 
field at Middle Park. 

Con Boutsianis 
scored in the 10th and 
41st minutes. Andrew 
Freuno and Peter 
Haloulos added one 
apiece in 64 and 71 mi- 
nutes before Con Nta- 
lianis brought a little 
cheer to the Caulfield 
support with a goal in 
the 72th minute. 

Melbourne Croatia 
went to Paisley Park 
and beat Altona Gate 
2-0 to move ominously 
up the table. In a very 
fast, competitive game, 
both sides created many 
chances, but it took two 
pieces of opportunism 
by Josip Bacak to wrest 
victory for Croatia 

Sunshine George 
Cross took a 2-0 lead 
over Preston Makedo- 
nia through George Svi- 
gos and Athan Zachar- 
ias, but Nick Georgo- 
poulos pulled one back 
for Preston near the end 
and the match finished 
2-1 to Georgie. 

Heidelberg United’s 
George Nitsou and Sam 
Pappadopoulos each 
scored in the 2-1 victory 
over South Melbourne 
Hellas Blue at Olympic 
Village. Michael Piri re- 
plied for Hellas Blue. 
This was Hellas Blue’s 
first official match in the 
NYL. 

The match between 
East Richmond and 
Clifton Hill was not 
played. 


North Geelong and 
Melbourne City JUST 
fought out a very even 
match at Elcho Park 
with JUST scraping 
home by the only goal 
of the game scored with 
only seven minutes left 
for play. 

North dominated the 
early passages of play, 
and Zoran Roso broke 
clear in front of goal, 
but his final touch just 
let him down and the 
ball was scrambled 
clear. 

Coach Paul Master- 
ton felt that if North had 
been able to turn this 
ascendancy into goals 
then it would have won 
the match, but gradually 


BY ROY HAY 


More action from the Melbourne Croatia v 
Geelong City Youth League South fixture — 
JOHN CAHILL photo. 


JUST took control. 

The match was a real 
contrast of styles as 
North tried to push the 
long ball forward to 
Adrian Cervinskji and 
Roso up front, while 
JUST played a much 
more close-passing 
game, with a slow build- 
up from the back and 
then a change of gear 
near the penalty area. 


Dragi Surbevski and 
Richard Cucanic had 
JUST’s best attempts of 
the first half. 


David Cervinski was 
a rock at the back for 
North and Bobby Simic 
had a fine match in goal. 
As the heat took effect, 
it looked more and 
more as if the match 
would end in a draw, 
but Robin Stankovski 
skipped clear down the 
left and fired ina hard 
cross. 


Leading scorer Saso 
Becvinovski hammered 
the ball goalwards, but 
Bobby Simic parried it, 
only for Becvinovski to 
reach the rebound and 
head home at the 
second attempt. 


North continued to 
press seeking an 
equaliser and penned 
JUST in its own penalty 
area for much of the re- 
mainder of the match, 
but could not get a clear 
opportunity. 

Peter Sorocuk and his 
defenders always man- 
aged to force the ball 
away from the danger 
area. Stankovski and 
Becvinovski had good 
chances to seal the 
match in breakaways 
but the game ended 
with no further score. 

Geelong City had the 
bye. 


Next week 


Saturday, 23rd De- 
cember: Preston Make- 
donia v North Geelong. 
Sunday, 24th Decem- 
ber, 1989: Geelong City 
v Altona Gate, Melbou- 
me City JUST — bye, 
Clifton Hill v South 
Melbourne Hellas 
White, Caulfield City v 
Heidelberg United, 
South Melbourne Hel- 
las Blue v Sunshine 
George Cross. 
Results 
Geelong City bye, 
North Geelong 0 Mel- 
bourne City JUST 1 
(Becvinovski), Sunshine 
George Cross 2 (Svigos, 
Zacharias) Preston 
Makedonia 1 (Georgo- 
poulos), Heidelberg Un- 
ited 2 (Nitsou, Pappa- 
dopoulos) South Mel- 
bourne Hellas Blue 1 
(Piri), South Melbourne 
Hellas White 4 (Bout- 
sianis 2, Freuno, 


Haloulos) Caulfield City 
1 (Ntalianis), Altona 
Gate 0 Melvourne 
Croatia 2 (Bacak z), East 
Richmond (match not 
played) v Clifton Hill. 
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=. wo Cee 


Send your stories and picturies to 


Telephone (02) 660 2033 FAX (02) 692 0649 
Bill Culli 


game. 


| 


BILL CULLINAN 


Holy Cross College. 

1978 As delegate to 
Gladesville was 
elected to manage- 
ment committee as 
Representative Con- 
venor and became 
delegate to Sydney 
Branch (NSWASF 
Ltd). 

1979 Managed 
Gladesville repre- 

sentative teams three 

years. 

1980 Was elected secret- 
ary of the Gladesville 
Federation Division 3 
teams State League. 

1981 As secretary of 
Gladesville Federa- 
tion became delegate 
to Federation State 
League 3 committee. 

1982 Elected Life Mem- 

ber of Gladesville 

Hornsby Football 


1969 Commenced his 
% soccer career with 
school soccer club. 
Became manager of 
eldest son’s team 
(Spiritus Sanctus) U7. 
1970 Continued associa- 
tion with school, also 
assisted secretary as 
# well as team manager. 
41971 Commenced 
coaching youngest 
son's U6 team (same 
y school). 
#1972 Coached team to 
minor premiers, also 
elected to club secret- 
# ary (Spiritus Sanctus). 
4, 1974 Elected to Presi 
dent of Spiritus San 
tus soccer club and 
also delegate to the 
Gladesville Hornsby 
association. 
% 1976 Became member 
management team at 
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SSSSSSS 
NSW SOCCER FEDERATION 


JUNIOR SOCCER 
ACADEMY 


400 HOURS OF FREE COACHING 


For boys eligible to play under 11 and under 12in 1990. 
‘The programme to be under the direction of the State 
Director of coaching. 


Yr Itisa modern skill and character development 
programme including the use of video analysis. 

Yr All players will be tested for speed, competitiveness 
and intrinsic motivation. 

Yr Successful applicants will be placed on a'"home 
training programme” and receive subsidised school 
holiday accommodation as well as 400 hours of free 
coaching. 

tr Successful applicants will be required to submit 
school reports and will be tested monthly for skill and 
fitness. 


All coaching will ake place at Valentine Park, Parklea. 
wishing to enrol for a trial; please phone 629 1800 for 
appointment. 


DAVID LEE 


NSW DIRECTOR OF COACHING 
SSSSSSSSSSSSS 
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nan honoured 


PROMINENT City official Bill Cullinan was honoured with a life 
membership at the recent annual meeting of the NSW Amateur 
Soccer Federation. Here is a rundown on his services to the 


WILLIAM CULLINAN 
PARTICULARS OF SERVICE TO SOCCER 


Association. Elected 
to Vice President 


Gladesville senior % 
State League. Elected ¥ 


to Competition 
Secretary to Sydney 


Branch (NSWASF 


Ltd). 
1983 Elected Secretary 
State League Com- 


mittee Division 3. 


Elected Competition 
secretary to State 
Body (NSWASF Ltd). 


1987 Elected Life Mem- @ 


ber Sydney Branch. 


Elected President 4 
State League Division % 


2 Committee. 
1988/89 Continued as 


Competition Secret- § 


ary Sydney Branch 


and State and also ¥ 


Executive Director 


Summer 
ACT bug 


THE summer soccer 
bug has spread to 
the ACT with a burst 
ism for a 
e outdoor 
tournament run by 
Tuggeranong 
United. 

One of the organis- 
ers, Jack Doherty, said 
seven teams had indi- 
cated firm interest 
the tournament, 
would run at Kambah 
No 1 Oval -on Wednes- 
days, 

“We aim to have 16 
teams taking part,” he 
said. 

“They will be split 
into two divisions of 
eight with the top two in 
each division advancing 
to a semi-final play-off 
at the end of the com- 
petition. 


z 
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THE man charged 
with guiding the for- 
tunes of Australia’s 
3000 soccer refi 
sits in a book-lined 
study at the Austra- 
lian Defence Force 
Academy. 

The titles on the 
shelves do not suggest 
someone heavily in- 
volved in sport — poli- 
tics and military 
strategies predominate. 

But Carl Thayer is a 
man of many parts. 

‘A published author 
and acknowledged ex- 
pert on military affairs, 
he lectures in politics at 
the Defence Academy, 
but outside office hours 
swops his classroom and 
books for the oval — 
the convoluted corri- 
dors of global intrigue 
for the destinies of 22 
people locked in a more 
straightforward sporting 
competition. 

But next season it will 
be different. Thayer has 

stepped up from the ranks 
to become secretary of 
the Australian Soccer 
Referees Federation, a 
position which will 
means less whistle work 
and more paper shuf- 
fling for the American- 
born academic who has 
just completed a decade 
in Canberra. 

His predecessors 
would have had to give 
up active refereeing 
completely, but Thayer 
is pleased that a recent 
change in the federa- 
tion's constitution 
means he can continue 
to officiate at local 
level. 

Even said, it will 
mean the end of a 
national and internatio- 
nal career, the high- 
lights of which was run- 
ning the line at last 
year’s Gold Cup third 
place. play-off between 
Argentina and Saudi 
Arabia. 

Typically, he is pre- 
pared to make that sac- 


NORTH COAST REGION: Anthony Gorman (Murwillumbah), David 
Rowe (Alstonville), Simon Maunder (Tweed River), Michael McCarthy 
(Murwillumbah), Craig Mitchell (Coffs Harbour), Jamie Sullivan (South 
Grafton), Cameron Wallace (Westport), Paul McLean (Richmond River), 
Stephen Foster (Kadina), Tony Latham (Westport), Roger Hoy (Kings- 
cliff), Matthew Richards (Port Macquarie), Keith Jeff (Casino), Michael 
Brittain (Kingscliff), Mark Hawthorne (Orara). TEAM MANAGER: Phil 


Lynch (Bellingen). 


: CARL THAYER © 
New referees’ boss a 


man of many parts 


BY GRAHAM COOKE 


tifice in order to tackle 
problems on a wider 
stage. “There is a loss of 
referees in Australia 
and they are not being 
replaced,” he said. 


“And that loss is 

being felt not at the 
highest level but lower 
down. 
“There is generally 
satisfaction among NSL 
and State League offi- 
cials but we must do 
something to keep peo- 
ple interested on their 
way up to this level. 

“For instance, I can 
see problems in very 
simple things. At the 
top a referee can walk 
off with his two lines- 
men and maybe a fourth 
official and discuss and 
analyse the game, and 
feel better for it. 

“But in a lower local 
division @ young re- 
feree with two club 
linesmen can feel very 
alone.” 

He is keenly in- 
terested in develop- 
ments aimed at helping 
young officials, includ- 
ing a NSW initiative 
which would allow two 
referees on the pitch at 
‘one time — one an ex- 
perienced official who 
would be in charge, the 
other a learner who 
would run everywhere 
with his senior, watch- 
ing and learning from 
the experience. 

And if nothing else, 
he thanks refereeing for 
keeping his weight 
down. “I'm a good 40Ib 
lighter than when I first 
came to Canberra.” 

Thayer's interest in 
soccer began with expo- 
sure to the game while 
his father was in the 
American services, sta- 
tioned in Germany, 
France and Taiwan. 

He later played it at 
university level in the 
US where, despite the 
competition of Amer- 
ican football, 3000 
would turn out to see a 


SUPERSTARS 
IN SYDNEY 


Two of the 
World’s greatest 
ever soccer strik- 
ers will be sharing 
a stage and reliv- 
ing golden mo- 
ments of their 
careers in Sydney. 


Irishman George 
Best and Scottish star 
Dennis Law will be 
appearing at North 
Sydney Leagues Club 
on Saturday 10th 
February. Kick off 
7.30pm. 

Proudly presented 
by Sportsforce In- 
ternational, the ulti- 
mate duo will be joined 
by a top comedian for 
the fun evening. 

They will answer 
questions from the 
floor, relay stories 
from the past and show 
soccer videos. 

Tickets for what will 
be a sell-out night can 
be obtained from the 
North Sydney Leagues 
Club or by sending 
payment to Sportsforce 
International, PO Box 
5065, West Chats- 
wood, 2057. 


Just $22 entitles 
guests to see the stars, 
videos and comedian 
and receive a free Pow- 
ers beer. Phone Mark 
Blythe on 410 9819 for 
further information. 


top game. 

He has considerable 
administrative experi- 
ence, having been 
secretary of the Bendigo 
League as well as hol- 
ding various positions 
on the ACTASRF. 


im ~= AIS starlets 


ON past records at least half, possibly 
two thirds, of the current Australian In- 
stitute of Sport squad will go on to play | 
the majority of their soccer at NSL level, 
or overseas. To identify the stars of the 
future here is a series on the players | 
currently performing for the Institute in ( 
the summer National Youth League. 


Number 2: George Sorras | 


Nothing pleases George Sorras more than to 
see the ball in the back of the net, but if things 
had only been a little different he might have 
been spending his time on the soccer field doing 
his best to keep it out. ( 

“I began as a goalkeeper and then T suppose 4 
you can say I made progress through the team,” 
the 17-year-old striker said. “I've played in every | 
position on the field but I'm pretty happy to have 
finished up in the front line.” 

Pleased, but by no means complacent. He 
scored just five goals in the winter season, | 


' 
| ' 
| 
\ 
\ 
| 
' 
| 
| 
| 
| 
finishing behind Kris Trajanovski and ved) 
' 
| 
' 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
' 
\ 
| 
' 


Dickinson, and aims to do better this term. 
“Things just did not go for me during the win- | 
ter,” he said. “I scored some goals, but not 
enough to be called a striker.” 

Like most of his colleagues he has his eye on a 
place in the Australian 1991 World Youth Cup 
team. “In the meantime I want to get as much 
out of the AIS as I can until I leave next June.” | 

Then he will be returning to Sydney Olympic, | 
the club he has been with since he was 12 with the 
aim of establishing himself in the National | 
League side. : 

“The youth team would be great but in the | 
long term, like most young soccer players, I want 
to prove myself at senior level’ in Australia antl 
then maybe go overseas where the big money ) 
is” 


There’s no prizes for guessing that Olympic is 
Sorras’s favourite Australian club, while the 
players he admires most are two former AIS | 
Strikers, Paul Trimboli (South Melbourne) and 
Warren Spink (Preston Makedonia). ( 

Overseas he likes the look of Greek First Div: 

( sion side Olympiakos and looks up to Dimitri 

j Sszavakos of Panathinaikos. 

y — GRAHAM COOKE! 
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Bleak Dutch o 


BY SIMON KUPER- 


HOLLAND ha’ 
footballing future looks grim. 
The country’s prob- group that included Ice- 
lem is that the succes- land and Finland. 
sors to Gullit, van Bas- ‘The signs are clear: 
ten, Rijkaard etc are the Dutch are set for 
nowhere to be seen. another major decline. 
Good Dutch players The same thing hap- 
usually make their name pened after 1978, with 
at a very young age. the country failing to 


‘An English footballer qualify for an in- 
is doing well if he makes ternational tournament 


Mcrutlonaliteans debate SEE een 
at 25, but most of the Large nations like young player can im- 


rdectg hohner heat emubl aitebes a s Italy prove his game by play- 
See Tolland: ta: tees NO Enea rele do ing with good foot- 
sgers, when they were well in international —_ballers and by gaining 
se caay dominating the, Otbaleie experience of in- 
domestic league. Holland, with a much ternational football. 
narrower top, depends 
Marco van Basten left on a few top-class play- 
Ajax for Milan aged 22. ers being born in every 
He had played four full generation. 
seasons in Holland, and 
had been the league's That luck gave the 
highest scorer every country the sides of the 
season! early seventies and late 
When van Basten, Ri- _ighties. i 
jkaard, Vanenburg and | But luck is not the 
jean Keemant played” | Whole storys Ret 
together for Ajax in the another reastut why the 
early eighties, they current generation is 
swept all before them, better than the next. 
winding three Good players block 
championships. the development of 
Now. too, Ajax have. _ their successors. 
the most talented young Holland and PSV are 
players in Holland currently very strong, 
{Bryan Roy for example) and no young player has 
ber the club is losing gained a regular place in 
points right and left ina either side in the last 
Teague that has declined three years. 
since van Basten’s era. ‘The key positions are 
Sadder still, Hol- the most firmly occu- 
land's under 21s were pied: with Koeman, Ri- 
bottom of a qualifying  jkaard, Wouters, Gullit 


and van Basten playing 
in central spots for Hol- 
land, no young footbal- 
ler can hope for more 
than a supporting role. 
Clearly their develop- 
ment must suffer. 

‘The unfortunate truth 
is that PSV, Ajax and 
Holland are the only 
Dutch teams in which a 


It was very bad news 
for Pieter Huistra, 
Twente Enschede’s 
talented young winger, 
when PSV decided 
against signing him this 
summer. 

Huistra can make no 
further progress at 
‘Twente. 

The early 1980s were 
Dutch football’s last 
period of crisis. 

The country re- 
sponded by paying more 
attention to youth foot- 
ball: a national under- 
18s league was started, 
clubs improved their 
scouting, and Rinus 
Michels made six-year- 
olds play in teams of 
four. 

% — courtesy WORLD 
SOCCER 


PAOLO DI CANIO — one of Italy's bright new talents, now starring in Lazio’s attack. 


utlook 


a good chance of winning the Italian World Cup, but beyond that their 


LISTEN to coach Val- 
ery Lobanovsky talk, 
and the plan for suc- 
cess by the Soviet 
Union in the World 
Cup next summer 
sounds so simple. 

Take good players in 
top conditions, expose 
them to the pressures of 
international competi- 
tion before they get to 
Italy, include enough 
versatility to compen- 
sate for injuries and off- 
days, and you have a 
winner. 

If any team can come 
up with that straightfor- 
ward a recipe for suc- 
cess, it might be the 
Soviets who, despite 
some maysayers at 
home, generally are re- 
garded as among the top 
soccer teams in the 
world. 

Lobanovsky says 
numbers back that up. 

By beating Turkey in 
the last qualifying match 
last month, the Soviet 
Union secured its 
seventh World Cup 
finals berth, to go with a 
runners-up finish to 
Holland in the Euro- 
pean Championships in 
1 


novsky said he was 
looking for more off- 
ence, keyed by the for- 
wards and midfielders. 


“This testifies that 
our soccer programme, 
which is still getting a lot 
of criticism, remains 
among the leaders in the 
world,” the coach said. 

In West Germany last 
year, the Soviets made 


Valery Lobanovsky 


In an interview, the 
coach said he was seek- 


the European ing players who “corres- 
championship final with pond to the require” 
a style a less wide- ments of the national 


team” and boast “high 
athletic condition, top 
skill and especially the 
experience of participat- 
ing in important in- 
ternational matches.” 

He also said his play- 


open than they dis- 
played at the 1986 
World Cup in Mexico 
but still appealing and 
successful 


That style has not 
changed. But Loba- 


onl AFRICAN 
FINAL 


RAJA of Casablan- 
ca narrowly beat 
Mouloudia of Oran 
1-0 (half time 0-0) in 
the first leg of the 
25th , African 
Champions’ Cup fi- 
nal in Casablanca. 

The only goal came 
in the 50th minute 
when Morocco's Sallif 
Diagne fired in a long 
shot which scraped 
under the crossbar be- 
fore being pushed out 
by Algerian keeper 
Berkane. 

The visitors con- 
tested the goal but re- 
( feree Rabah Saadane 

of Senegal after con- 
4 Y sulting his linesman in 

the presence of the two 

' captains ruled the ball 
{ had crossed the line. 

Tt was the first Afri- 
can Cup for both 
teams. The holders are 

Entente Setif of 

Algeria. 
| Attendance 


SS -. 

RONALD KOEMAN: Holland are just not pro- 

ducing talented players like him any more. 
AUSTRALIAN SOCCER ANNUAL 

NOW ON SALE AT LEADING NEWSAGENTS 


DON'T MISS IT! 


was 
445,000. 
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The USSR national team — they have never 
finished higher than fourth in the World Cup. 


nents. 


At the top of his list 
undoubtedly will be 
striker Oleg Protasov, 
‘one of the best forwards 
in Europe, along with 
defenders Sergei Gorlu- 
kovich and Gela 
Ketashvili. 


Midfielders Sergei 
Aleinikoy and Alexan- 
der Zavarov will be 
going to their second 
homes for the finals. 
Both play for Juventus 
in the Italian League. 

Another standout in 
midfield is Vasily Rats, 
a star of the Soviet team 
at the European 
championships. 

Goalie Rinat Dasayev 
and defender Vagiz 
( Khidiyatulin also are ex- 

pected to be anchors of 
( the Soviet team in Italy. 
1-22 hele eet the team 

ready for Italia "90, 
( Lobanovsky said he 

planned an extensive 
| schedule of training and 

exhibition games, from 
(the USSR to the United 
States. 
(The coach said he and 

his team would go to 
( Ttaty in early February 
to look at the stadiums 
where they will play and 
practice. 


On 15 February, it’s 
off to the United States 
for three games against 
the US national team, 
| which has also qualified 
for the World Cup. 
] In March, the Soviets 
will replay their Euro- 
| pean championship final 
in a friendly against 
Holland in a southern 
Soviet stadium, Loba- 
novsky said. 
The team will then 
( travel to the Republic of 
| Ireland, fellow World 
Cup finalists, in April 
and set up training camp 
near Moscow in May 
before going to the 
finals. 
— REUTERS 
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Yugoslav boss sceptical 
about World Cup chances 


BY MLADEN JERGOVIC* 


YUGOSLAVIA’s soccer players are too sluggish and unprofessional to present a 
serious World Cup challenge, says national coach Ivica Osim. 


Yugoslavia were the 
first team to qualify (in ers have so much im- beat France 3-2 and 
September) for next agination. I'd trade Scotland 3-1,” he said. 
year’s finals in Italy, half of that supposed “But we were also _ based players. 
after an impressive six imagination for a little disappointing, espe- 
wins and two draws in _profe: 
European Group 5. more modern against Cyprus despite Osim. 

But Osim is far from approach,’ added winning 2-1. He claims tha 
satisfied with his play- Osim, who is notorious “The trouble is the Yugoslavia’s arro. 
ers: “I am happy we for his outspoken 
made it, but it’s only criticism of players. 
half the job. Now we He conceded that on 
start from zero and I a good day Yugoslavia 


a rest and tried ow! 


not motivated. A good’ win. 
team should aways be 


about Yugoslavia’s eight teams in Europe. 
abilities in a tourna- “We are so inconsis- been.” 


ment like the World tent. We had some 
Cup,” Osim said. 


teams in Europe to: 
day. They kept smil 
ing,” Osim said. 


realise that when 


MILAN WINS 
TOYOTA CUP 


AC MILAN becam: 


kyo last Sunday. 


Kent Nielsen's spectacular scissor kick for 
Aston Villa against Wimbledon at Plough 


Lane. dog status, Medelli 


EUROPEAN CUP DRAWS 2" 


THE quarter-finals of 
the European Cups 
drawn last week 
only produced two 
“big pairings — 
Bayern Munich v 
PSV Eindhoven in 
the Champions’ Cup 


National Stadium. 


ca v Dniepr. 


Grasshopper Zurich, 
Valladolid v Monaco, 
Dinamo Bucharest v 
Partizan Belgrade, 
Anderlecht v Admii 


and Hamburg SV v Wacker. | 
Juventus in the UEFA CUP: FC ! 
UEFA'Cup. Koln v Antwerp, | 

The other Fiorentina v Auxerre, | 


favourites drew 
easier opponents. 
The draws: 
CHAMPIONS’ 
CUP: CFKA Sofia v 
Marseille, Mechelen 
v AC Milan, Bayern 
Munich v PSV, Benfi- 
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Bremen, Hamburg v 
Juventus. 


away ties will be 
played in March. 


“Many say our play- es notably when we veteran foreign legion 
some younger, home> 


The result was dis- 
jonalism and a cially in the last match —_couraging according to 


Yugoslavs are not so gance and sloppiness 
good when they are left them struggling to 


“Certain players 
remain very reserved ranked among the top _—_ convincing, something said before the match 
I am not sure we have they would crush Cyp- 
rus easily, I told them 

For the game against to ease down, that 
Cyprus, Osim gave his there are no very bad 


“In a way I am glad 
we played so badly. I 
hope some people now 


keep grumbling and 
making pessimistic re- 
marks I don’t do it just 


the second Italian 
team to win the 
Toyota Cup, sym- 
bol of intercon- 
tinental club 
supremacy, when © The Gabonese FA has suspended two of the 
they scored two 
minutes before 
the end of the 
second period of 
extra-time to beat 
Colombia's Atleti- 
co Nacional 
Medellin 1-0 in To- 


Alberigo Evani, 
whose goal in Milan 10 
days earlier had clin- 
ched the European Su- 
per Cup for his side, 
scored the match-win- 
ner in a scrappy game 
in front of 62,000 
. spectators at Tokyo's 


Despite their under- 


nor outclassed by the 
European Cup win- 
ners, and who knows 
what would have hap- 
pened had Milan had 


CUP-WINNERS’ ‘¢° face genial Col- 


5 i ombian goalkeeper 
CUP: Sampdoria v Reve Higuita in 


penalty shoot-out. 


The Colombian Gov! © Andre Cruz, the scorer of Brazil's goal in the 1- 
FC Liege v Werder | ernment has bestowed! 
I the country’s highest 
J order on national teaml. ¢ Nasser Bouiche, Algeria's outstanding young 
The home and [coach Francisco| 
Maturana, who guided} 
the Colombian natio- 
pal team to their firsty 
MMI! World Cup finals of Botafogo in Brazil. He replaces Valdir 
L appearance since 1962. | 


Yugoslav veteran 
Safet Susic, who 
plays for Paris Saint- 
Germain in France, is 
one player who 
won't let the side 
down in Italy. 


I 


© According to the authoritative Spanish news- 
paper MARCA, Spain’s World Cup team 


papas members were paid bonuses ranging from 

0 OOH ee aeeeey $30,000 to $50,000 for qualifying for the 
REUTER World Cup finals. 

emo © Dutch animal expert Otto Adang has spent 


three years studying football hooligans and 
claims that their behaviour is similar to that of 
chimpanzees, What an insult to the chimps! 


RUUD Gullit’s right 


© British publishing magnate Robert Maxwell Knee has further 
may soon buy an Israeli club — Betar Rivelin. jeopardised his fu- 


Maxwell already owns Derby County. ture with European 
© Mika Lipponen, Finland's best player in the club champions AC 
World Cup qualifiers, has been robbed — Millan. 

literally. Lipponen, who plays for Twente in 
Holland, found $3,200 missing from his bank 
account. A former team-mate has been 
arrested and charged with stealing Lipponen’s 
passport and clearing out the account. 


country’s top players for life for signing for 
two clubs at the same time. Out are Michel 
Minko and Mohammed Sy! 

@ Werder Bremen’s Norwegian striker, Vegard 
Skogheim, has returned home after knee 
surgery kept him sidelined for six ‘months. He 
hopes to play for Lillestrom when he has 
recovered, 


© The Italian Federation has struck referee Pi 
luigi Magni off FIFA list following several 
mediocre performances. 

© Belgium's captain Eric Gerets has announced 
he will retire from the national team after the 
World Cup finals. The 35-year-old PSV Eind- 
hoven defender will keep playing at club level, 
however. He is currently negotiating a_one- 
year extension to his contract with the Dutch 


The Italian club said 
Belgian specialists oper- 
ated for an hour at a 
clinic outside Brussels 
to reduce swelling and 
clean the cartilage of 
ane Gullit’s knee. 


A statement said doc- 
tors had ordered Gullit 
not to put weight on his 


© Galatasaray’s sacked coach, Mustapha Denizli, 
has become the first Turk to coach in West 
Germany. His new club is Second Division ight leg for three weeks 
a Alemania Achen. 3 a but gave no indication 
© Brazilian national team midfielder Silas in on — when he could resume 

the verge of being transferred from Sporting training. 
Lisbon to Spain's Valencia. Gullit, yoted world 


© The Colom! Federation have suspended Footballer of the Year 
Ramiro Castillo, who plays for Argentinos PY the headin, Date 
Juniors, for one year for refusing to play in the  Tasazine World Soe: 
recent World Cup qualifiers for his country. eaanae thuakhae in 
To Besitkas set a new record in Turkey when they April and a second in 
thrashed Adaba Demispor 10-0 recently. It July. 
: was the highest score ever recorded in the He was recalled by 
| Turkish First Division. AC Milan for their 4-0 


© Belgium’s national team players have earned tiene Cay 
| '$20,000 each for qualifying for the World Cup Oo, ee ie ees 
| finals — and they have been promised 54 iat semen 4 
| $100,000 apiece if they do as well as in 1986, jy; ia Moe ae 


d but has not played for 
when they made the semi-finals, the club cae i 


(0 win over Italy in Bologna, is certain to join 


Sampdoria after the World Cup finals. Despite Denmark's 


failure to qualify fo 
the World Cup finals. 
the Danish FA offere 
@ new six-year contract 
to German national 
coach Sepp 


prospect, is another to join the growing exodus 
to the Persian Gulf. The 20-year-old striker 
has joined Qatar's Qatair club. 

© Edu Antunes, Zico’s brother, is the new coach 


_| Espinoza, who has moved to Flamengo. 


/ 


BETTING 
SCANDAL 


A full-scale in- 
vestigation was 
launched into allega- 
tions of a betting 
scand n the FA 
Cup. 

It is claimed that 
$13,000 was wagered by 
Second Division Swin- 
don’s chairman Brian 
Hillier on them losing a 
fourth round English 
FA Cup tie at Newcastle 
on January 30, 1988 — a 
flagrant breach of Foot- 
ball Association rules. 

Further, it was 
alleged in THE PEO- 
PLE newspaper that 
Hillier was paid $8,000 
winnings after his team, 
then managed by Lou 
Macari, went down 5-0 
at St James’ Park. 

The disclosures are a 
big embarrassment for 
Hillier’s fellow-director 
Lionel Smart, one of 
five current FA vice- 
presidents and who at 
the time of the match 
was chairman of the 
FA's Challenge Cup 
committee. 

The inquiry, how- 
ever, will centre on Hill- 
ier who, along with 
three other directors, 
recently took a controll- 
ing interest in Swindon. 


GLASGOW Rangers 


LOU MACARI 


Glen Kirton, the FA’s 
head of external affairs, 
said: ‘‘The FA takes 
these allegations very 
seriously and will be 
launching an immediate 
and thorough investiga- 
tion.” 

The FA will also con- 
tact Macari who took 
Swindon from the 
Fourth Division to the 
Second in his five years 
at the club before mov- 
ing to West Ham last 
summer. 

Last season Swindon 
invested $10,000 with a 
bookmaker as a promo- 
tion insurance policy. 

Had they gone up, 
the winnings would 
have covered bonus 
payments of $60,000 but 
as it turned out they lost 
their stake money 
instead. 

‘That action was not in 
contravention of FA 
rules which prohibits 
anyone directly con- 
cerned with a club bet- 
ting on a single match 
involving their team. 

The FA, however, 
can impose limitless 
penalties against any 
person found guilty of 
breaking the law. That 
includes suspension 
from the game, perma- 
nent or otherwise, or a 
heavy fine. 


He was involved in a 
heated exchange with 
Hearts captain Dave 
McPherson after a 
Scottish league match 
two weeks ago. 

‘A police spokesman 

says there was an inci- 
dent between Souness 
and McPherson in the 
tunnel in the full view 
of the crowd. 
He says the police 
have decided to report 
him to the SFA 
although no charges 
are being pressed. 

Rangers’ winger 
Mark Walters was sent 
off in the last minute 


Sky's 


RUPERT Murdoch's 
satellite company 
Sky Television has 
offered to pay $9 mil- 
lion over the next 


right to scr 
cer matches only the 
most diehard English 
supporters go to see. 

The Football League 
confirmed the offer for 
live coverage of the 
Zenith Data Systems 
Cup (previously the 
Simod Cup and the Full 
Members Cup) and the 
Leyland Daf Cup 
(formerly the Sherpa 
Van Trophy, Freight 
Rover Trophy and 
Associates Members 


up). 

If the deal is endorsed 
at an extraordinary 
meeting of the 92 
League clubs at Villa 
Park on December 18, 
Sky-TV will be able to 
choose matches such as 
the Leeds-Blackburn 
and Sheffield United- 
Wolves games three 
weeks ago which be- 
tween them attracted 
fewer than 10,000 fans. 


Tottenham goalkeeper Erik Thorstvedt col- 
lects a cross during Spurs’ 2-1 win over 
Everton 


manager Graeme 


Souness has been reported to the Scott- 
ish Football Association by police. 


of the match having 
earlier been booked 
for a foul on 
McPherson. 

Souness afterwards 
made a stinging public 
attack about be- 
haviour in the Scottish 
game. 


Istvan Kozma’s a big 


many do. 

That's why, when we 
caught up with Dun- 
fermline’s Hungarian 
ace Istvan Kozma — 
who speaks little Eng- 
lish — it was time to 
dust down the old 
French phrase books for 
a talk in the common 
language to both 
parties. 

Not that 24-year-old 
Kozma needs to worry 
about making himself 
understood at East End 
Park anyway. 

He speaks the in- 
ternational language — 
goals! 

As Fifers’ boss Jim 
Leishman drools: “The 
fans love him. He's so 
talented and displays 
the kind of skill on the 
ball that most British 
players don’t have. The 
only reason he’s not top 
goalscorer here is that 
we have the country’s 
top marksman already 
in Ross Jack. 

“But he's got them 

going now. Every time 
he appears, they all 
chant ‘Koz-ma, Koz- 
ma.’ He has been a 
great buy.” 
Leishman unearthed 
the talented Hungarian 
thanks to the French 
connection. 

“T have a good con- 
tact with French club 
Bordeaux,” reveals the 
Dunfermline boss, who 
picked up Irish striker 
George O'Boyle from 
the same club. 

Istvan explains: “I 
had gone to Bordeaux 
from Ujpest last June 
but then the French FA 
changed the laws and 
clubs were only allowed 
to play three foreigners 
and since Bordeaux had 
five they had to off-load 
some. 

“After I met Leish- 
man and spoke to him I 
knew everything about 


PARLEZ-VOUS Magyar? No? Well not 


Dunfermline was right 
and that the move 
would be a good one.” 

Leishman points out: 
“Istvan is being modest 
when he talks about the 
problem of too many 
foreigners. 

“The guy who was 
keeping him out was 
West German star 
Klaus Allofs and the 
other two they kept 
were former West Ger- 
man captain Manny 
Kaltz (who has since 
been transferred to 
Mulhouse) and Jesper 
Olsen.” 

Leishman adds: “He 
gets on great with the 
lads and even though he 
can't speak too much 
English yet, he enjoys a 
laugh with them and 
even winds them up. 

“He does have an in- 
terpreter who sorts out 
the major problems for 
him and who is present 
‘on match days but if he 
gets small day-to-day 
problems with the TV 
or the telephone, then I 
fix them.” 


After the more mea- 
sured continental game, 
Kozma, capped 18 
times for Hungary, is 
getting used to the 
quicker demands of the 
Premier League. 

“In Hungary and 
France it is more open. 
You get more time on 
the ball, with the ball 
passed about the mid- 
field. But in Scotland 
the ball goes forward 
faster and doesn't spend 
so much time in the 
midfield zone. It also 
spends more time in the 
air here. 

“But the Scottish 
standard is as high as 
others in Europe such as 
France. It’s certainly 
better than Hungary. 

— from SHOOT 
magazine. 


the limit for TV 


The same fixtures on 
a Second Division 
Saturday would pull in 
an aggregate crowd 
close to 50,000. 

But Trevor Phillips, 
the League’s commer- 
cial director, argues the 
financial carrots will 
make the much- 
maligned tournaments 
more appealing to 
supporters and to the 
top clubs including the 
Big Five — Liverpool, 
Arsenal, Everton, Tot- 
tenham and Manchester 
United — which de- 
clined to enter this 
season. 

‘A screening fee of 
about $205,000 will be 
‘on offer next season and 
he believes appearance 
money and the large 
amount of prizemoney 
the sponsorship will 
bring will make it diffi- 
cult for even Liverpool 
and Arsenal to decline. 

“Sky does not have 
any restrictions on short 
or perimeter advertis- 
ing. Those two avenues 
along with the screening 
fee could make it very 
appealing to even the 


richest clubs,” Phillips 
said. 

John Smith, Liver- 
pool chairman and 
member of the League’s 
management commit- 
tee, yesterday gave 
“broad agreement in 
principle” to the Sky 
deal but said it was too 
early for his club to 
make any commitment 
to it. 

But he was probably 
just being polite as the 
Zenith Data Systems 
Cup and the Leyland 
Daf Cup will need to 
muster all the strength 
they have, judging on 


ENGLISH soccer 
moved to clamp 
down on on-field 
thuggery by fining 
two of its top clubs 
a total of $140,000 
after their players 
brawled “‘in 30 
seconds of mad- 
ness”. 


Clampdown “joke” 


Tuesday's perform- 
ances. 

Halifax, which once 
drew 150 to a match 
against Lincoln in one 
of the cup’s earlier 
games, attracted 824 for 
the same team’s visit 
this time round. 


The 10,000 ctowd at is SS 


PAUL McGRATH FINED 


Tranmere was a freak 
because the club was 
issuing vouchers for the 
forthcoming match | 
against Tottenham. 
However, both cups | 
have their finals at | 
Wembley where crowds 
of 50,000 are expected. 


— 


The English Foot- 4 
ball Association fined ¢ 
Norwich $100,000 and 
Arsenal $40,000 for 
the brawl, which took 
place at the end of a 
match at Highbury on 

14 ( 


— | 
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ASTON Villa de- 
fender Paul 
McGrath has been 
fined a record 
$17,000 by the En- 
glish FA for bring- 
ing the game into 
disrepute. 

The Republic of Ire- 
land international 
criticised his former 
club Manchester Un- 
ited and their manager 
Alex Ferguson in a 
newspaper. 

McGrath, who 
joined Villa from Un- 
ited in the summer, 


hit in any language 


said in the article that ( 
Ferguson was not up 
to the United job and 
lucky to be given af 
new contract after 
poor results. { 

The previous largest 
FA fine was $6000 to 
former Barnsley man- § 
ager Allan Clarke this 
season. 


PHOTOGRAPHS 
OF ALL NSL TEAMS 
AUSTRALIAN 
SOCCER ANNUAL 
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0 World Cup Draw 


Coaches’ comments 


THE World Cup finalists have reacted favourably to the draw for Italia ‘90. 


That's what some of 
the supremos had to 


say: 

YUGOSLAVIA: 
Manager Ivica Osim 
said: “We were lucky. 
West Germany is the 
toughest opponent be- 
cause the games are 
being played in north- 
ern Italy where many 
German fans can be ex- 
pected, 


ITALY: Manager 
Azeglio Vicini, said of 
the host's draw with Au- 
stria, Czechoslovakia 
and the United States: 
“| don't think you can 
say we're satisfied but it 
could have been much 
worse. 

“We shouldn’t under- 
estimate our two Euro- 
pean opponents. 
Czechoslovakia have al- 


with Brazil, Sweden and 
Costa Rica: “It’s gla- 
morous. It always is 
when you're in a group 


with Brazil, but 
obviously it's a difficult 
group.” 


Roxburgh immediate- 
ly left Rome by private 
jet to fly to Genoa 
where his side plays two 
of its three group 
matches. 


UNITED ARAB EMI- 
RATES: Manager 
Mario Zagalo, coach of 
the Brazilian team 
which won the 1970 
World Cup and current 
coach of the United 
Arab Emirates, said: “It 
was a big surprise for us 
to qualify for Italy and 
we'll be coming: mainly 
to learn and gain experi- 
ence,” 


\ 


Sheikh Amar Hassen- 
doui, of the United 
Arab Emira 
not too di 
with his country’s 
World Cup draw. 


SPAIN: Manager Luis 
Suarez was less happy. 
“Pm not very pleased 
with the draw because 
our group is very 
tough,” he said. “But I 
think we have a real 
chance of getting 
through,” 

He fears Uruguay the 
most: “It is a good team 
and it will be Spain's 
first game in the World 
Cup. Belgium is a sure 
team, maybe not bril- 
liant, but they will be 
hard to beat.” 

SWEDEN: Manager 
Olle Nordin said: “I'm 
an optimist. I’m not 
afraid of Scotland — 
nor of Brazil. We know 
them very well, they suit 
us fine.” 


ways been a difficult 
side for us.” 

URUGUAY: Manager 
Oscar Washington 
Tabarez was cautious 
about his team’s draw: 
“If we get a settled team 
we'll be all right but it's 
‘a very tough group’ for 
us, especially facing 
Spain.” 

AUSTRIA: Coach 
Josef Hickersberger was 
‘happy’ with the draw 
which pitted his side 
against Italy. 

“We certainly can 
beat Czechoslovakia 
and qualify for Phase 2. 
I couldn't be more 
pleased,” he said, 

WEST GERMANY: 
Hermann Neuberger, 
president of the West 
German Association: “I 
think we can be satisfied 
with the draw. It could 
have been far worse. 
We're capable of getting 
through. 

“Yugoslavia have a 
very strong team but 
three sides can go 
through, Italy, the 
hosts, got the easiest 
group.” 

West German team 
boss Franz Becken- 
bauer said: “I am very 
happy with the draw. 
It’s perhaps not such a 
bad thing that our first 
match is against Yugo- 
savia. After that we'll 
know where we stand. 

“If we win, we're 
almost certainly 
through. We'd like to be 
group winners and stay 
in Milan.” 

HOLLAND: Manager 
Thijs Libregts: “Thank 
God we aren't playing 
West Germany again! 
Our group is virtually a 
repeat of the last Euro- 
pean championship. 1 
consider that a good 


omen.” 

SCOTLAND: Mana- 
ger Andy Roxburgh 
said of his team’s draw 


UNITED STATES: 
Werner Fricke, presi- 
dent of the US Soccer 
Federation, said the 
1994 host was not over- 
awed by its draw in the 
same group as Italy. 

“E think that being in 
the Italians’ backyard is 
good. We'll get better 
media coverage back in 
the States.” 

ENGLAND: Graham 
Kelly, chief executive of 
the English Football 
Association on Eng- 
land's game against 
Holland in Cagliari: 
“We're confident that 
security will be very 
tight in Sardinia. We'll 
just keep our fingers 
crossed that by dint of 
hard work we will get 
the results we want on 
and off the soccer 
field.” 

England lost all three 
group games at last 
year's European 
championship, includ- 
ing its matches with 
Holland and Ireland. 


Bobby Robson 

England manager 
Bobby Robson com- 
mented: “I'm not disap- 
pointed but I'm amazed 
at the coincidence. It’s a 
good opportunity for us 
to get something back 
from. the teams we play- 
ed in West Germany 
and a great chance for 
the players.” 
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Stojkovic 
signs up 


MARSEILLE have 
clinched a $10 mil- 
lion deal to get 
Yugoslav inter- 
national Dragan 
Stojkovic from 
Red Star Belgrade. 


The French cham- 
pions beat AC Milan, 
Juventus, Sampdoria, 
Paris St-Germain and 
Monaco to get Stojko- 
vic on a two-year con- 
tract. 

He officially signed 
in Cologne after play- 
ing for Red Star 
against FC Koln in the 
UEFA Cup. 

Stojkovic, a 24- 
year-old striker who 
has already played 36 
times for his country, 
will only start playing 


for Marseille next sea = 
son after competing = 


with Yugoslavia in’ the 
World Cup finals in 
Italy. 

The huge deal beats 
the French record 
$9.32 million that 
Marseille’s wealthy in- 
dustrialist president 
Bernard Tapie forked 
out earlier this year to 
sign England striker 
Chris Waddle from 
Tottenham Hotspur. 


og 


THE latest World Cup betting quoted by 
a leading London bookmaker is: 
-2 Italy 
5-1 Brazil, Holland, West Germany 
9 Argentina 
12 England 
16 Soviet Union 
20 Spain 
25 Uruguay 
13 Belgium, Czechoslovakia, Romania, 
= Yugoslavia 
= 40 Colombia, Ireland 
10 Scotland, Sweden 
5 80 Austria 
250 South Korea 
= 500 Cameroun, Egypt 
750 Costa Rica 
1000 United Arab Emirates 
1500 United States 


More realistic quotes should read something 
= like this: 


= 15-1 England, Spain, Holland (minus Gullit) 
= 20-1 Uruguay, Yugoslavia 
25-1 Belgium, Sweden 
33-1 Czechoslovakia, Romania 
50-1 Colombia, Scotland 
66-1 Republic of Ireland, Austria 
500-1 Cameroun, South Korea 
1000-1 Egypt, USA, Costa Rica, United Arab 
Emirates 


— LOU GAUTIER 


MMM 


Pope John Paul Il with the ball of the World Cup final, 
presented to him by FIFA officials before last week's draw in Rome. 


PLATINI 
REMAINS 


MICHEL Platini has 
renewed his con- 
tract as head of 
the French natio- 
nal team, ending 
speculation that 
he would accept a 
post at Juventus 
of Turin. 


The French Federa- 
tion did not reveal the 
length of Platini’s new 
contract, but said de- 
tails would be made 
available this week 
when the French 
team for friendly 
matches in Kuwait 
early next year is 
announced. 


The failure of 
France to make the 
1990 World Cup finals 
led to speculation that 
Platini would leave, 
possibly to coach his 
former team in Italy. 


Platini, who as a 
player had 72 selec- 
tions in the national 
team, has been head 
coach since November 
1988. 


